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  Who are    ?  
 
 
Aflex specialise in the design, manufacture and international      
distribution of commercial pool and open water inflatables 

 
Portfolio products that include airflow and sealed inflatables 

 
With over 18 years experience in the aquatic industry 

 
 Market leader in inflatable products to the aquatic industry in 
Australia & NZ 
 



 
The Interim Australian Standard: 

What is it? 
 Australian Standards are living documents to reflect progress in Science, 

technology and systems. 
 

 The Interim Australian Standard – Amusement rides and devices Part 4.5: 
Specific requirements – Waterborne Inflatables AS 3533.4.5 (Int) – 
6.8.2012 Expires 6.8.2014. 
 

 It is 29 page document designed to cover all aspects of safety for 
Inflatables on water, covering 19 defined areas. 
 

 Attention is drawn to the fact that this document is Interim and should be 
regarded as a developmental standard. It will have a currency period of 
two years, after this date it will either be superseded by another standard, 
confirmed as an interim Standard for a further two year period in its 
current form or withdrawn. 
 
 



The objective  



The Implications 
from a manufacturing perspective  
  Of the 19 covered areas, the first 3 are scope, referenced 

documents and definitions (the first 6 pages). These are informative 
rather than instructive. 
 

 The next areas 4 – 14 are specifically for the manufacturer: 
 
  4 - Methods of Construction 
  5 – Anchorage 
  6 – Structural Integrity 
  7 - Open sides, access and egress 
  8 – Containment 
  9 – Water Depth (see formula and chart) 
 
 
 

 
 
 



9. Water Depth Calculation 

D(min) = (Hd + Hp) 

  2 
 
 

 
Minimum Water Depth Requirements (metres)  

 

D(min) = minimum water depth, in metres 
Hd     = product height, in metres 
Hp     = height of person, in metres (average 1.8) 

Fall height from WBI 2.7 2.3 1.9 1.8 0.9 0.6 

Depth of water required 2.25 2.05 1.85 1.8 1.35 1.2 



Water depth Visual 





The Implications 
from a manufacturing perspective 

cont…     
    
   10 – Entrapment 
   11 – Blowers 
   12 – Emergency Exit 
   13 – Information to be provided by          

                   the manufacturer and supplier 
   14 – Marking 
 
 All of the above are the responsibility of the manufacturer. This 

accounts for 10 pages of the actual document. 



The implications for Facility 
Managers 

  The final areas 15 to 19 (5 pages) are for specifically related to you 
as pool managers: 

   
 
  15 – Operation, Maintenance and                      

          Supervision of WBIs 
  16 – Inspections 
  17 – Maintenance 
  18 – Supervision 
  19 - Operation 

 



What does this mean for you? 
 15 – Risk assessment, emergency Action Plan, rules of play, staff and 

operational practices. 
 

 16 – Daily and post-assembly inspection, annual inspection to be carried out by 
a competent person. 
 

 17 – Routine (cleaning, drying etc.) and corrective maintenance. 
 

 18 – Supervision should be under control of a competent person who has a 
current industry recognised qualification in life guarding/water rescue and 
resuscitation. 
 

 19 – Follow the manufacturer's instructions, particularly in relation to 
installation, operation, maintenance and inspection. 
 

 Follow the Aflex Operations Guide and log book supplied  with the product 
and it covers most of the above. 



Which Inflatables does the 
standard apply to? 

 All airflow waterborne inflatables  
 

Definition -‘An inflatable used on controlled water’ 
 

 It is applicable to all current and new airflow inflatables 
 

 So who can inspect them? 
 

 As the document states, it can be conducted by a competent person 
 
Definition – ‘A person who has acquired through training, qualifications 

or experience, or a combination of these, the knowledge and skills 
enabling that person to perform a specified task’ 

 
 (It does not cover sealed inflatables at this stage) 
 



Our Collective Responsibility 
 As the new Australian Standard for WBIs is live it is for all parties 

concerned to collaborate to achieve the highest possible standards for the 
patrons that frequent your facilities, keeping up the exemplary safety 
records while achieving differentiation in each of your environments by 
meeting the demands of your community.  
 

 On the whole, the standards are asking you to do what you already do in 
your working day, it is calling for common sense, professionalism and 
diligence. From experience, operations in facilities are managed risk 
minute by minute, having an inflatable is no different, the exception now is 
that we all have a set of published guidelines to follow.  
 

 As a manufacturer of the product we adhere to the demands made of us, 
although, for Aflex we were over achieving on most areas prior to the 
standards. As a facility manager and provider of inflatable play for your 
patrons, your responsibility is oversee that quality supervision never falters 
and that you maintain and inspect your products regularly to ensure 
compliance. 
 



Assisting Documentation from Aflex 



In conclusion… 
 The standards are not there to stop us using inflatables they are there to 

promote a foundation for us all work from. They are not here to solve 
problems that exist within the industry, they are now there as an 
opportunity for us to take inflatable play to the safest level possible and at 
aflex we embrace this new start, we will help facilitate the smooth 
implementation of the standards with your cooperation.  
 

 The key to the success of this new platform is not in the confusion to the 
document as a whole but the collaboration of our two industries and 
keeping the right channels of communication open to achieve compliance 
and not only retain the numbers through doors but increase the potential 
that exists in each of our communities. 
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