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Airly  
Primary School

All Year 6 students that achieve the 
competencies required for the 
Victorian Water Safety Certificate are 
awarded the certificate in their final 
year of Primary School.

A SMALL SCHOOL DOING BIG THINGS IN CREATIVITY

Airly Primary School is a small school set in rural 
pastures in Gippsland’s dairy region. The school is 
located within a ten-minute drive from Sale, 
Strafford and Maffra. While Airly draws students 
from these neighboring towns, current student 
enrolment numbers sit below 40 and is made up of 
only 3 classes. Despite this, the school has 
prioritised a comprehensive swimming and water 
safety program due to their proximity to ocean, 
lakes and flood irrigation channels. 

Airly Primary School’s program consists of 8 x 
lessons, over a two-week period held throughout 
Term 4 at Kemp Aquatics. The school intentionally 
delivers their swimming program throughout the 
final school term to equip students with the 
competencies required to be safe over the summer 
school holiday period.

Kemp Aquatics utilise a 25m heated indoor pool, 
where they employ a 1:5 ratio for Prep - Year 3’s 
and a 1:8 staff/student ratio for Year’s 4- 6. All 
Kemp Aquatics instructors are AUSTSWIM qualified 
and deliver the school swimming and water safety 
lessons via the Swim and Survive Program.  At the 
conclusion of the program, Airly’s students are 
subsequently assessed against the Victorian Water 
Safety Certificate capabilities. 

To address issues of transport costs, the school 
utilises the Sport Australia Sporting Schools Grant to 
transport students to the aquatic facility. They also 
schedule their swimming lessons at the end of the 
day to reduce costs (one way only transport required) 
and liaise with parents/carers to collect their children 
from the aquatic facility at the conclusion of the 
lesson. This serves to not only reduce costs, but 
maximises time spent in the classroom. 

In addition to the Sporting Schools Grant, Airly 
Primary encourages eligible families to apply for the 
Victorian Department of Education Camps, Sports 
and Excursions Fund (CSE). The Sporting Schools 
Grant and Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund; 
along with the Swimming in Schools Initiative 
enables Airly to have a successful and cost effective 
whole school swimming and water safety program.
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Thinking outside the box, Airly Primary School 
Principal, Brenda Talbot has also adopted a 
“walking classroom” mode of getting students to 
the aquatic facility. With its rural setting, the school 
opts for the bus to drive part way with students, 
before walking the remaining distance. Brenda 
recognises the valuable cross curricular learning 
opportunities which can be explored during this 
time. Not only are students acquiring the health 
benefits of walking, but teachers leverage off the link 
between cognitive function and exercise to deliver 
lessons around sustainability, community and the 
local environment. 

“Walking time to the aquatic facility has been used 
for several participation activities such as Walk-to-
School Month, road safety awareness and 
detouring via local parks to conduct a bird count for 
the Aussie Backyard Bird Count”. Brenda Talbot, 
Airly Primary School Principal. 

This allows teachers to supplement the school 
swimming program with additional teaching to the 
Victorian Curriculum in the areas of Health and 
Physical Education, Geography and the Sciences. 

Although a small school, Airly Primary have shown 
exactly what can be achieved in a remote area 
through lateral thinking and innovative practices.

 

“Walking time to the aquatic facility 
has been used for several participation 
activities such as Walk-to-School 
Month, road safety awareness and 
detouring via local parks to conduct  
a bird count for the Aussie Backyard 
Bird Count”.
Brenda Talbot, Airly Primary School Principal. 




