
1CASE STUDY

St Thomas Catholic 
Primary School

CELEBRATING ACHIEVEMENT

St Thomas Catholic Primary School is one of two 
Catholic primary schools located in the township of 
Sale. The school sits amongst a variety of 
waterways, highlighting the need to equip students 
with the necessary skills to be safe in and around 
aquatic environments. With approximately 320 
enrolments, the school’s commitment to swimming 
and water safety has been recognised by the 
significant number of students attaining the 
competencies of the Victorian Water Safety 
Certificate. A total of 63 students received the 
certificate in 2018, the majority being in Year 6.

Principal, Anita Little proudly announces the 
student’s achievements to the school community at 
whole school assemblies. Certificates are presented 
to students by their classroom teachers and placed 
in their portfolios as an acknowledgement of their 
success. This also emphasises the importance of 
swimming and water safety as a component of the 
school curriculum. Amongst St Thomas staff and 
students, swimming and water safety skills are seen 
as valuable life skills, particularly given student’s 
year-round access to the Gippsland lakes, rivers 
and coastline. Similarly, St Thomas’ receives 
support from families, who value the need for a 
school swimming and water safety program.

Swimming lessons are held at the Wellington Shire 
Aquatic Centre in Sale. Kemp Aquatic; led by Tim, 
Cathy and Jean Kemp, run the swimming program, 
providing lessons to all students throughout Term 3. 
St Thomas’ has worked closely with Kemp Aquatics 
for many years to build the swimming and water 
safety skills of their students. Each year, the 
student’s skills are reviewed and assessed to ensure 
a tailored, comprehensive program is delivered, 
which caters for all abilities.

The school values their association with Kemp 
Aquatics staff, who are passionate about providing 
the best opportunities for their students within  
a short time frame. The school liaises with the 
aquatic facility staff prior to, during, and at the 
completion of the program, monitoring student 
progress, reviewing assessment data and providing 
constructive feedback in preparation for next  
year’s program. 

A fantastic example of how a well-established 
relationship founded on effective communication 
between a school and the aquatic facility, can result 
in student’s successfully achieving the Victorian 
Water Safety Certificate. 
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