
Who developed the Victorian Water Safety Certificate (VWSC)?
The Victorian Water Safety Certificate is a Victorian Government Initiative.

Is the VWSC a swimming program?
The VWSC is not a program itself. It is designed to compliment existing swimming and water safety 
programs, by stating specific competencies that can be assessed during these programs. Students who 
demonstrate these competencies can then be awarded the certificate.

What are the competencies of the VWSC?

Water Safety Knowledge
• Answer questions relating to safety rules for a range of aquatic environments.

Swim
• Swim continuously for 50 metres.

Under Water
• Surface dive, swim underwater and search to recover an object from deep water.

Lifesaving
• Respond to an emergency by demonstrating DRSAB and the recovery position.

Rescue Skills
Rescue a person using non-swimming rescue techniques:
• Reach rescue using a non-rigid aid.

• Throw rescue using a weighted rope.

• Throw rescue using a buoyant object and unweighted rope.

Survival Sequence
Perform a survival sequence wearing light clothing:
• Enter the water safely.

• Scull, float and tread water for 2 minutes;  
signalling for help intermittently.

• Swim survival strokes slowly for 3 minutes.

• Exit the water safely.
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Does the certificate align to the National Swimming and Water Safety 
Framework?

Yes. The certificate aligns with the skills and knowledge within Milestone 6 of the National Swimming and 
Water Safety Framework. This is the National Bench march for children aged 12.

Is the VWSC only for school swimming programs?
The VWSC can be awarded to children and students completing any learn-to-swim program, including 
private lessons, before-school, after-school and holiday programs, as well as school swimming lessons.

Who awards the VWSC?
The VWSC can be awarded by school teachers or coordinators, or swim teachers or coordinators. For 
school swimming programs, it is up to the swim school and the school to determine who will be 
responsible for uploading the VWSC data to the VWSC Portal in order to download the certificates to print 
and award to students.

What is the VWSC Portal?
The VWSC Portal is the online ordering system which allows you to enter students’ names, genders and 
year levels to automatically generate individual certificates for your students. Year level and gender data is 
also accessed by the Department of Education and Training (DET) to monitor the number of students being 
awarded the VWSC in Victoria.
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How do I assess the competencies of the VWSC?
Ensure your swim teachers are familiar with the competencies of the VWSC. Add these competencies to 
an assessment sheet, or utilise the assessment checklist provided on the Swimming and Water Safety 
Online Toolkit, to assess the VWSC during a program.

Additionally, you may wish to align the VWSC to your own curriculum or program. This will allow you to 
efficiently figure out which students have achieved the VWSC based on their achievement in your 
swimming program.

How do I upload VWSC data and download the certificates to award to students?
There are two options for uploading VWSC data:

Option 1: Via your own VWSC Dashboard. Simply register for your own VWSC Dashboard by visiting the 
VWSC Website. Once you have been assigned a VWSC Dashboard, simply follow the prompts on your 
Dashboard to upload certificates, insert your data, and print and distribute certificates to students. The 
benefit of uploading certificates straight from your own VWSC Dashboard includes the autofill feature, 
which will automatically prefill your school or swim school details for all uploads on the VWSC Portal, 
saving valuable time and energy.

Option 2: For one-off uploads, use the VWSC Portal in order to download the certificates to print and 
award to students.

Is the VWSC only awarded to Grade 6 students? 
No. The VWSC can be awarded to any student at any level who demonstrates the competencies outlined 
on the certificate.

Why is it important for my school / swim school to award the VWSC?
Awarding the VWSC provides the Victorian Government with a sound understanding of the landscape of 
our Victorian children’s swimming abilities. The use of the VWSC will also determine future funding for 
swimming and water safety education.

What supportive resources are available?
Resources include guides and information sheets for schools, swim schools and parents; student question 
and answer sheets for assessment of water safety knowledge; and translated flyers for parents.

Visit the VWSC Website to access these resources and more.

LSV can also arrange to deliver in-service training for your staff to learn all about how to utilise the VWSC.

If you have requests for additional resources, please get in contact with LSV’s Education Team via 
schoolswimming@lsv.com.au or call (03) 9676 6940.


