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What can you see and what can’t you see at 

an inland waterway? Complete the sentences 

with the missing words from the text.  Then write 

the sentence  

We can see trees.   

We can see boats. 

We can see people fishing. 

We can see muddy water. 

We can see canoes. 

We can see steep river banks.    

We can’t see the water temperature.  

We can’t see water currents.  

We can’t see fallen branches under the water.  

We can’t see the depth of the water. 

We can’t see rocks and stones under the 

water.  

We can’t see shopping trolleys under the 

water.  
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Complete the table  

Dangers we can see: the sun, trees, boats, 

people fishing, muddy water, canoes, water 

skiers, steep river banks 

Dangers we can’t see: water temperature, 

water currents, fallen branches, rocks and 

stones, shopping trolleys, depth of water 
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True or False  

Write true or false next to each sentence 

1. It is fun to visit inland waterways.  True 

2. We can’t go surfing at inland waterways.  

True 

3. We can’t go swimming at inland waterways.  

False 

4. We need to be safe at inland waterways.  

True 

5. We can see all the dangers at inland 

waterways.  False 

6. Boats and people fishing are hidden dangers 

at inland waterways.  False 

7. Water currents and water temperature are 

dangers we can see at inland waterways. False 

8. We can’t see fallen branches under the 

water.  True 

9. Murky water is clear.  False 

10. We must enter the water carefully if the 

water is murky.  True 

Now make any False sentences True 
3. We can go swimming at inland waterways. 

5. We can’t see all the dangers at inland 

waterways. 

6. Boats and people fishing aren’t hidden 

dangers at inland waterways. 

7. Water currents and water temperature are 

dangers we can’t see at inland waterways. 

9. Murky water isn’t clear. 
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Sweetwater Creek 

Unjumble the letters 

creeks 

rocks  

slippery 

water 

branches 

steep 

fallen 

trees 

slopes 

grass 

murky 
muddy 

There is (singular) and there are (plural)  

Unjumble the words to make sentences  

There are big, slippery rocks.   

There are fallen branches in creeks. 

There is long grass.  

There is murky water. 

There are steep slopes.  

There are slippery slopes.  

There is muddy water.    

There are large branches in creeks. 

There is cold water.  
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Alphabetical order 

Put these words in alphabetical order (a-z) 

1. branches  2. creeks  3. grass  4. muddy  5. 

murky  6. rocks  7. slippery   8. slopes    

9. steep   10. water 

How long? What is the length? Here is the 

answer.  Write the question 

What is the length of the Murray River?  The 

length of the Murray River is approximately 

2500km. 

How long is the Goulburn River?  The Goulburn 

River is approximately 650km. 

What is the length is the Yarra River?  The length 

of the Yarra River is 242km. 

How long is the Patterson River?  The Patterson 

River is 5km. 
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Listen carefully to the information about 

Patterson River (13:05-13:58) 

We’re here at Patterson River. What different 

dangers might you find at a river? Currents, 

undertows and fast-flowing water are some of 

the many dangers that you are unable to see 

at a river.  Although the surface may look calm 

or slow-moving, underneath the water’s 

surface, these undertows and strong currents 

are flowing fast downstream.  That is why we 

always check the currents by entering the 

water slowly, feet first, and being mindful of 

slippery or uneven surfaces around or in the 

water. And remember to never swim alone. 

Patterson River Q&A 

What’s another way of saying ‘unable to see’? 

Another way of saying ‘unable to see’ is 

invisible/cannot see. 

What’s the opposite of ‘downstream’? The 

opposite of ‘downstream’ is upstream. 

Why is it a good idea to enter the river water 

slowly? It’s a good idea to enter the river water 

slowly because the river might flow very 

quickly/if the river current is strong, you might 

be swept downstream/ there might be objects 

underneath the water. 

‘Never swim alone’.  Why not? ‘Never swim 

alone’ because if you get into trouble in the 

water, no-one can help you. 

In your opinion, what is the main message of 

this short video?  The main message is be 

careful at rivers/there are dangers at rivers that 

you can’t see. 
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Dangers you can/can’t see 

Examples might include: the sun, muddy water, 

murky water, fallen tree branches, strong 

currents, slippery banks, submerged objects 
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Match the sign with the best sentence 

Be careful! You might fall in the lake. 

Be careful! You might swim into a fallen tree 

branch. 

Be careful! You might not be able to touch the 

bottom with your feet. 

Be careful! You might hit your head if you dive 

into the water. 
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The Yarra River 

Circle all the verbs 
took, sat, sat, is, wore, put, was, listened, fell, 

was, wanted, was, looked, decided, was, were, 

were, was, climbed, lost, fell, woke, saw, 

looked, was, began, spoke, told, grabbed, 

pulled, was, was 
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Change from past to present and write the text 

on the lines below 

One day, Divya takes her little brother Sandeep 

to the Yarra River.  Divya sits on the banks of 

the river, under a big gum tree.  She sits in the 

shade because the sun is strong in Australia.  In 

the shade, she still wears sunglasses and puts 

on sunscreen.  Divya is happy and she listens to 

music.  Soon, she falls asleep.  Sandeep is 

bored.  He wants to play with Divya but she is 

asleep.  He looks at the big gum tree.  He 

decides to climb the tree.  The tree is old and 

some branches are on the banks of the river.  

Some branches are also in the river.  Sandeep is 

a good climber.  He climbs higher and higher 

up the old gum tree.  Suddenly Sandeep loses 

his grip and falls 3 metres into the river.  A big 

splash wakes Divya. She sees Sandeep in the 

river.  He looks scared.  He is not a strong 

swimmer.  The current quickly begins to pull him 

away from the river bank.  Divya speaks calmly 

to Sandeep.  She tells him to grab the closest 

branch.  Sandeep grabs a branch and pulls 

himself to the bank.  He is shaking but he is safe.  
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Order the sentences. 

12. He was shaking but he was safe.  

2. Divya sat on the banks of the river, under a 

big old gum tree.   

8. A big splash woke Divya.  

3. She sat in the shade because the sun is 

strong in Australia.   

7. Suddenly Sandeep lost his grip and fell 3 

metres into the river.   

1. One day, Divya took her little brother 

Sandeep to the Yarra River.   

5. Sandeep decided to climb the big old gum 

tree.   

4. Soon, she fell asleep.   

10. The current quickly began to pull him away 

from the river bank.   

9. She saw Sandeep in the river.   

6. He climbed higher and higher.  

11. Sandeep grabbed a branch and pulled 

himself to the bank.   

 

Then write as a paragraph on the lines below 
One day, Divya took her little brother Sandeep 

to the Yarra River.  Divya sat on the banks of 

the river, under a big old gum tree.  She sat in 

the shade because the sun is strong in 

Australia.  Soon, she fell asleep.  Sandeep 

decided to climb the big old gum tree.  He 

climbed higher and higher. Suddenly Sandeep 

lost his grip and fell 3 metres into the river.  A big 

splash woke Divya. She saw Sandeep in the 

river.  The current quickly began to pull him 

away from the river bank.  Sandeep grabbed a 

branch and pulled himself to the bank.  He was 

shaking but he was safe.  
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Inland water way sign 

Are we allowed to camp by this inland 

waterway?  No, we aren’t allowed to camp by 

this inland waterway. 

If you bring a dog to this inland waterway, what 

is important?  It is important that your dog is on 

a leash. 

What number do we call if there is an 

emergency?  If there is an emergency, we call 

000. 

Does this inland waterway have submerged 

objects?  Yes, this inland waterway has 

submerged objects/Yes, there are submerged 

objects at this inland waterway. 

Is it ok to drop rubbish on the ground? No, it 

isn’t ok to drop rubbish on the ground. 

Do adults need to watch children around 

water at all times?  Yes, adults need to watch 

children around water at all times. 

How many yellow hazard signs are there?  

There are four yellow hazard signs. 

Is the water always deep at this inland 

waterway? No, the water isn’t always deep at 

this inland waterway. 

What does ‘strong currents’ mean?  Strong 

currents means the water flows quickly. 

What’s another way of saying ‘no fires’? 

Another way of saying ‘no fires’ is ‘do no 

light/make fires. 
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Lake Colac safety sign 

Where is Colac? Colac is in western Victoria. 

How many hours is Colac from Mildura?  Colac 

is approximately six hours from Mildura. 

What is the circumference of Lake Colac?  The 

circumference of Lake Colac is 33km. 

Is Lake Colac a salt lake?  No, it isn’t a salt 

lake/No, it’s a freshwater lake. 

If you take a dog to Lake Colac, what must you 

do?  You must keep your dog on a leash at 

Lake Colac/Your dog must be on a leash at 

Lake Colac. 

List two things you are not allowed to do at 

Lake Colac. 

What’s another way of saying ‘submerged 

obstacles’? Another way of saying ‘submerged 

obstacles’ is there are things under the water. 

Are bikes allowed around Lake Colac? Yes, 

bikes are allowed around Lake Colac. 

 

 


