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Rivers in Victoria and English Language Schools/Centres . 

Listen about rivers in Victoria and write the missing words. 

The Murray River begins in the _____________________ Alps.  It is approximately 2500 km long.  

It passes through the ________________ of Wodonga in the ____________________ of Victoria 

and travels all the way west to ______________________ in the northwest of Victoria.  It finishes 

its ______________________ in the Great Australian Bight in South _______________________.   

The Goulburn _____________________ begins in the Victorian Alps. It is 

____________________________________ 650km long. It passes ______________________ 

Shepparton on its journey to the Murray River in ______________________ Victoria.   

The _________________ River begins in the Otway ___________________.  It is 

______________ long.  It flows east through some smaller towns and _________________ 

through Geelong before entering ______________ Strait.  

The _________________ River begins in the Victorian Alps.  It is 242km long.  It flows through the 

city of _______________________ before entering Port ________________ Bay. 

 
Listening for specific information 

Listen about rivers in Victoria and answer the following questions on a piece of paper or in 

your workbook 

1. What is the approximate length of the Murray River? 

2. Where is Wodonga? 

3. In which direction does the Murray River travel? 

4. What body of the water does the Murray River enter at the end of its journey? 

5. Where is the source of the Goulburn River? 

6. Which city does the Goulburn River pass? 

7. What is the length of the Barwon River? 

8. Which city does the Yarra River pass? 

9. Where does the Yarra River finish its journey? 

10. What is the combined total length of the rivers? 

https://youtu.be/tNC_77Tihx4
https://youtu.be/tNC_77Tihx4
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Using the text, match with the best word.  Use the numbers 

 

1. Geelong       South Australia 

 

2. flows       Shepparton  

 

3. Murray        Barwon River 

 

4. Great Australian Bight     city  

 

5. Goulburn River      travels 

 

6. Otway Ranges      Yarra River 

 

7. Victorian Alps      about  

 

8. Yarra River      River  

 

9. Port Phillip Bay      Victorian Alps  

 

10. approximately       Murray River 

 

11. Barwon River      Melbourne  

 

12. mountains      160km 
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Comparatives  

Which river is longer than which river?    

Which river is shorter than which river? 

River Length (km) 

Murray River 2500 

Goulburn River 650 

Barwon River 160 

Yarra River 242 

 

The Murray River is longer than the Goulburn River. 

The Goulburn River is shorter than the Murray River. 

The Murray River and the Goulburn River are longer than the Yarra River. 

The Yarra River is shorter than the Murray River and the Goulburn River. 

 

Write two comparative sentences about Victoria’s rivers.  Use a piece of paper or your 

workbook 

1. Murray River/Yarra River 

2. Barwon River/Goulburn River 

3. Yarra River/Barwon River 

4. Goulburn River/Murray River 

5. Barwon River and Yarra River/Goulburn River 

6. Murray River and Barwon River/Yarra River 

7. Goulburn River and Barwon River/Yarra River 

8. Murray River and Goulburn River/Barwon River 
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Measuring distance  

In English we say, “as the crow flies” to find the most direct way from place A to place B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map legend 

The Victorian Alps - the source (where the river begins) of the Murray River, the Goulburn 

River and the Yarra River 

The Otway Ranges - the source of the Barwon River 

Melbourne 

Geelong 

Shepparton 

Mildura 

Wodonga 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1cm = ~40km (~ = approximately) 
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Answer the following questions on a piece of paper or in your workbook 

As the crow flies: 

1. In centimetres, what is the distance between Melbourne and Shepparton?  

2. In kilometres, what is the distance between Geelong and Mildura?  

3. In km, what is the distance between the Otway Ranges and the Victorian Alps? What do 

these two places have in common?  

4. In km, how far is it from Shepparton to Mildura? What do these two cities have in common?  

5. What is the shortest distance, in kilometres, between any two places on the map? Name the 

two places.  

6. What is the longest distance, in cm, between any two places on the map? 

Identify the two places.  

7. How many km is it from Wodonga to Melbourne to Mildura?  

8. How many kilometres is it from Geelong to Shepparton return?  

9. I live in Melbourne and I want to visit the Otway Ranges.  In which direction do I need to 

travel?  

10. Sami lives in Mildura and wants to visit the Victorian Alps.  In which direction does he need 

to travel? 

11. Zhe hao lives in Geelong and wants to visit his auntie in Wodonga.  In which direction does 

he need to travel?  

12. Dora has been camping in the Victorian Alps and she must return home to Shepparton.  In 

which direction must she travel?  
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The Murray River – as a listening activity 

Listen about the Murray River and write the missing words 

The Murray __________________ passes through the city of Wodonga in the 

_____________________ of Victoria and travels all the way west to _____________________ in 

the northwest of ____________________.  It finishes its journey in the Great 

_______________________ Bight in South Australia.  This river is often called the Mighty 

___________________ because it is the longest river in ______________________.  It is also the 

most important.  Many ________________ use the water to grow the food we eat.  Many different 

birds and animals live along the _________________.  Trees also need the river to 

_________________.  People like to go swimming and fishing in the river.  For 

______________________ people along the Murray, the river is an important part of who they are 

and their __________________.  They have always been _____________________ to the river 

and many Creation story places are along the river.   

Rivers are like people.  They need to keep ______________ or they will get sick.  We must all help 

to keep our rivers ______________________. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://youtu.be/tNC_77Tihx4
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Using the text, match with the best word. Use the numbers. 

1. Mildura      fishing 

2. Wodonga      food  

3. Aboriginal people               birds  

4. rivers      longest  

5. Mighty      west 

6. northwest      South Australia  

7. people      northeast  

8. trees      Murray  

9. Murray River     healthy 

10. Victoria      northwest 

11. farms      Creation stories  

 

Here is the answer, what is the question? 

Q1.____________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Wodonga is in the northeast of Victoria.  

 

Q2. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Mildura is located in the northwest of Victoria.  

 

Q3. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3. The Murray River finishes its journey in the Great Australian Bight.  

 

Q4. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. People like to swim and fish in the river.  
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Q5. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. The Murray River flows in a westerly direction.   

 

Q6. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Trees need the Murray River to survive.  

 

Q7. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. It is often called the Mighty Murray because it is Australia’s longest river.  

 

Q8. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. We must all help to keep our rivers healthy.  

 

Q9. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. The river is an important part of their history.  

 

Q10. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10.    Our rivers will get sick if we don’t keep them clean.  


