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Circular 192:12:06 
 
To:  Club Captains 
 
Cc: Regional Officers  
 
From: Greg Scott, Support Officer – Lifesaving Services 
 
Date: 29 December 2006 
 
Subject: Blue Ringed Octopus 
 
Action:     Please circulate information to ALL Club Members  
 
 
Due to a marked increase in Blue Ringed Octopus sightings, please be sure to read 
the below information in case you are questioned by the media or the public. Please 
also ensure that you re-familiarise yourself with the entry on Blue ringed octopuses 
and the treatment of stings in your Bronze Medallion manuals.  
 
Without wanting to cause alarm, there are tens of thousands in Port Phillip Bay and 
hundreds of thousands along our coast. There have been no Victorian deaths attributable 
to blue ringed octopus and only four deaths, anywhere ever. This is significantly less than 
other causes of death on our beaches. UV Rays and rips are the real “dangers”. 
 
Whilst it is possible that the increased sightings are due to lower than usual tides, the more 
likely reason is that the water has warmed too rapidly for the creatures to find deeper 
cooler water which the Victorian species is more comfortable in. This has caused a dazed, 
confused or dead state which has left them to be found in shallow waters. The Victorian 
species is known to prefer the cooler water and would normally migrate there. 
Researchers have reported seeing up to 100 in a single deep water dive.* 
 
So in summary 
                - no cause for alarm 
                - there is a LOT of them out there 
                - the Victorian species prefers cooler water 
                - the water warmed up too quickly for them to get away. 
 

 

For additional detail on this Circular contact: 
Greg Scott, Support Officer – Lifesaving Services  
   
Email greg.scott@lifesavingvictoria.com.au or by phone: 0438 000 872 
Circulars are also available at www.lifesavingvictoria.com.au
 

Address:  PO Box 353 South Melbourne DC 3205 
 
*Information was sourced from Mark Norman, on the recommendation of the SLSA National Marine Stinger Adviser. 
 
A summary of his works may be found at http://www.museum.vic.gov.au/collections/sciences/pdf/MarkNorman.pdf
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