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Circular 170:11:10 
 
  

To: IRB Trainers 
Chief Instructors 

IRB Assessors 
IRB Captains 

Cc: Club Captains 
Club Presidents District Officers 

From: Rob O’Brien – State Training Development Officer 

Date: 3 November 2010 

Subject: 
                                                                                                                                                                  
New Powercraft Manual 7th Edition and Changes to IRB Crew and Driver Awards 

Action: 
                                                                                                                                                                  
Training and Assessment to be conducted using latest materials and assessment standards 

  
  
For additional details on this Circular please contact: 
Nick Bugeja on 03 9676 6978 or email nick.bugeja@lifesavingvictoria.com.au  
Circulars are available at www.lifesavingvictoria.com.au/circulars 
  
 
Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA) has now released a new Powercraft Manual and training and assessment materials 
for the IRB Crew Certificate and the Silver Medallion IRB Driver.  

To assist trainers and assessors with identifying and understanding the changes to awards and the content in the 
manual, a summary on the following pages lists the change, the rationale for the change and page reference in the 
new manual. 

Accessing new Powercraft Manual and training materials 

The new Powercraft Training Manual 7th Edition and hardcopy versions of the Learner Guide for IRB Crew Version 4.0 
and Silver Medallion IRB Driver Version 4.0 can be purchased from the SLSA online shop.  

Online Shop: http://www.surfshop.slsa.com.au/default.aspx  

The Learner Guides and Delivery and Assessment Guides can also be downloaded in a PDF file from the SLSA 
Secure Resource Library. Contact your Club Secretary for your club’s user name and password. 

Secure Resource Library: 

http://surflifesaving.sportal.com.au/default.aspx?s=_secureresourcelibraryloginnew  

mailto:nick.bugeja@lifesavingvictoria.com.au
http://www.lifesavingvictoria.com.au/
http://www.surfshop.slsa.com.au/default.aspx
http://surflifesaving.sportal.com.au/default.aspx?s=_secureresourcelibraryloginnew
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Essential Change Information 
IRB Crew Certificate and Silver Medallion IRB Driver 

 

Change Rationale Page 
Number 

Changes to IRB Crew Award 

New punch position for 
crew 

The “Locked in position” is now clearly identified as the safest method 
for punching a wave. Clubs and services that have trained their 
members in this technique have had the least number of injuries to 
their IRB crewpersons. 

35 

No CPR in IRB, only 
Rescue Breaths 

To attempt CPR in the IRB may be unsafe to the crewperson with the 
chance of injury to the knees if kneeling to perform CPR when the IRB 
bounces over waves.  

Focus should be on getting the casualty back to shore as soon as 
practical. Time may be wasted unnecessarily trying to position the 
casualty and crewperson for CPR.  

40 

Revised technique to assist 
crew person to stand when 
lifting unconscious casualty 

Previously no practical technique was describe for the crewperson to 
get from laying on the floor of the IRB with the casualty on top of them 
to a crouching or standing position. This technique allows the driver to 
assist the crewperson to their feet ready to lift the casualty. 

41 

Sailboarder and Kite Surfer 
rescue included in 
crewperson information 

In areas where sailboards and kite surfers are common, it is important 
that both the crew person and the IRB Driver know how to safely 
rescue a casualty from their equipment and if appropriate collect and 
stow the equipment safely.  

43-44 

Crewperson no longer has 
responsibility for filling fuel 
cell. 

The filling of the fuel cell with the correct mix of fuel and ensuring the 
fuel cell is free of air or vapour build up is essential to the safe 
operation of the IRB, for this reason the responsibility for this has 
been transferred to the IRB driver. This also helps with a clear 
delineation of work. The crewperson is responsible for the IRB hull 
and ancillary equipment and the driver is responsible for the motor 
and associated fuel supply. 

54-55 

Changes to Silver Medallion IRB Driver Award 

Clearly define driver 
responsibility for 
supervising crew in their 
duties including: 

• Pre and post operation 
• Directing crewperson 

while crewing IRB 
 

The development of new training materials in 2008 identified the key 
responsibility for the IRB driver to provide leadership and direction to 
the IRB crewperson. This includes the responsibility for supervising 
the crewperson in performing their pre and post operation 
maintenance duties and in providing direction while the IRB is in 
operation. 

50 
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Change Rationale Page 
Number 

Refuelling and fuel cell 
installation defined as a 
driver only duty 

As described above 54-55 

Can laying moved to an 
appendix to clarify as non 
assessable 

The laying of strings of competition cans is a specialist skill to be 
developed on a needs basis after an IRB driver has mastered the 
skills of driving an IRB. This information has been moved to appendix 
two to clearly show that this is not a regular part of the IRB driver 
training without deleting this useful information altogether. 

134-136 

Lay off period (winter 
maintenance) moved to 
appendix to clarify as non 
assessable 

The maintenance duties describe here would normally only be 
completed by an IRB officer or other equipment officer and is not 
required as knowledge for most IRB drivers. This information has 
been moved to appendix three to clearly show that this is not a regular 
part of the IRB driver training without deleting this useful information 
altogether. 

141 

Boat patching moved to 
appendix, no longer 
required knowledge for IRB 
driver 

Patching of the hull is usually done by a nominated person such as a 
club IRB officer rather than being completed by a general IRB driver. 
This information has been moved to appendix three to clearly show 
that this is not a regular part of the IRB driver training without deleting 
this useful information altogether. 

142-143 
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Supporting Change Information 
Improvements to Powercraft Manual 

The changes to the manual outlined below do not constitute a change in the requirements of the IRB awards but are 
enhancements to provided more detailed information for skills and knowledge already required. This new information 
will assist with more consistent training for new IRB Crew or Drivers. 

Please note that a recent SLSA circular (25/10-11) contained update to information contained in the PowerCraft 
Manual for the inflation pressures for Arancia and Midcoast Marine IRBs. This circular should be accessed at 
www.slsa.asn.au.  

Change Rationale Page 
Number 

Chapter One – Introduction 
to small rescue powercraft 

This chapter is general information about operating small powercraft 
that are relevant to and should be studied by: 

• IRB Crewpersons 
• IRB Drivers 
• RWC Operators 

7-22 

Member wellbeing 

• Hydration and 
dehydration 

• Fatigue 
• Sun protection 

Information included to ensure operators are aware of the increased 
risk to personal wellbeing and can take appropriate actions to protect 
themselves. 

12-13 

Manual handling The information included is in line with the manual handling content 
found in the Public Safety and Aquatic Rescue manual. It has a focus 
on manual handling of small rescue powercraft 

13-14 

Chapter Two – IRB 
Crewperson 

This chapter is information covering the IRB hull (excluding motor) 
and information on crewperson duties and techniques. This chapter is 
relevant to and should be studied by: 

• IRB Crewpersons 
• IRB Drivers 

(It is important that IRB drivers are aware of this information 
to ensure they can effectively supervise their crewpersons) 

23-48 

Duty statement IRB 
crewperson 

Included to ensure a clear definition of the duties required of an IRB 
crewperson, including their responsibility to respond to direction from 
the IRB Driver. 

24 

Definition of boat 
components 

A diagram, defining components of an IRB hull was included to 
ensure common terminology is used when discussing IRBs.  

24-25 

Clear descriptions of each 
class of IRB 

Included to ensure all members are aware that there are several 
different types of IRB currently in operation and that they should seek 
further induction or training if they come across a type of IRB they are 
unfamiliar with. 

26-27 

Crewing positions for class 
three IRBs 

To provide clear separate descriptions for the different requirements 
of crewing a class three IRB. 

31 & 34 

http://www.slsa.asn.au/
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Change Rationale Page 
Number 

Crew safety information 
made prominent 

While in the previous manual, safety information for crewing the IRB 
was hard to find. This information has been given its own heading to 
raise its importance and make it easier to find. 

32 

More detailed descriptions 
and photographs for 
crewpersons depicting: 

• Turns in the IRB 
• Parallel running 
• Teabag pick-up 

More detailed information and pictures included to support learning 34 & 38 

Chapter Three – IRB Driver This chapter is information covering the IRB motor (including fuel and 
fuel cell) and information on driver duties and techniques. This 
chapter is relevant to and should be studied by:  

• IRB Drivers 

49-78 

Duty statement IRB Driver Included to ensure a clear definition of the duties required of an IRB 
Driver, including their responsibility to provide direction to the IRB 
crewperson. 

50 

Diagram defining outboard 
motor components 

A diagram, defining components of an IRB motor was included to 
ensure common terminology is used when discussing IRBs.  

51 

Driver safety enhanced While in the previous manual, safety information for driving the IRB 
was hard to find. This information has been given its own heading to 
raise its importance and make it easier to find. 

58 

Removing air from fuel cell Removing air from a fuel cell has been listed as a consideration 
previously. An explanation of how this is safely completed is now 
included in the manual 

52-53 

Methods for filling fuel cell Safe methods and equipment for filling a fuel cell have been included 52-53 

Equipment checks - Prop 
guard secure and safe 

Diagrams depicting where checks should be conducted have been 
included to support learning 

55 

Definition of parallel 
running 

A description of the technique of parallel running has been included. 62 

Clearing weed from 
propeller 

Clear descriptions and supporting pictures of various methods for 
removing weed from the prop and prop guard have been included 

66 

Cavitation A clear explanation of what cavitation is and how it can be avoided 
and managed has been included 

67 

Motor restart for fuel 
injected engines 

There are some variations to how to complete a motor restart for a 
fuel injected engine which have been included. 

72 
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Change Rationale Page 
Number 

Boat trim What boat trim is, its effect on boat operations and how it is adjusted 
has been included to improve understanding of what the tilt pin is and 
the outcomes sought by adjusting it. 

76 

Chapter Four – Rescue 
Water Craft 

This chapter is information covering the maintenance and operation 
of RWC. This chapter is relevant to and should be studied by:  

• RWC Operators 

79-104 

Chapter Five – Search and 
Rescue 

This chapter is information covering Search and Rescue planning, 
conduct and safety. This chapter is relevant to and should be studied 
by:  

• IRB Drivers 
• RWC Operators 

105-114 

Crew fatigue schedule table 
removed. 

Due to the variation of individual skill level, conditions and 
circumstances, recommend crew times for Search and Rescue were 
removed from the manual to allow incident controllers and powercraft 
operators to use their judgment. 

113 

Appendices Information in the appendices was included to allow useful 
information to remain in the Powercraft Manual without confusing it 
with information that was a mandatory requirement. For the 
completion of an award. 

 

 


