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To: Active Members  

Cc: Club Presidents Regional Officers 

From: Paula Butler – General Manager, Lifesaving Club Development 

Date: 13 July 2011 

Subject: Red and Yellow Quartered Patrol Cap Review Results 

  

  
For additional details on this Circular please contact: 
Lifesaving Operations on 03 9676 6930 or email lifesavingoperations@lifesavingvictoria.com.au  
Circulars are available at www.lifesavingvictoria.com.au/circulars 
  

 
Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA) has completed surveying patrolling lifesavers across Australia about the use of the 
red and yellow quartered patrol cap. 
 
The online survey was emailed to the 33,000 members and there was a phenomenal response, with over 7,200 
members completing the survey to register their opinion. A total of 15,141 individual comments were posted across all 
survey questions.  
 
SLSA undertook this survey after receiving feedback from the membership regarding some concerns with the patrol 
cap. These included a belief that the patrol cap is a barrier to recruiting younger members, that it has become 
increasingly difficult for patrol captains and clubs to enforce the compulsory wearing of the patrol cap, and that the cap 
offers little sun protection.  
 
 
THE OUTCOME  
The red and yellow quartered patrol cap is here to stay.  
 
The survey results were presented to the Lifesaving Standing Committee who resolved that there will be no change to 
the current policy, that is, the red and yellow quartered patrol cap will remain a compulsory part of the patrol uniform.  
 
The survey results show that in fact only a very small minority of our membership has the above listed concerns. 67% 
believe that it has no impact on recruitment and retention of members and only 5% believe that the patrol cap should 
be removed from the SLSA patrol uniform.  
 
 
THE RESULTS 
Overall... 

 72.5% of respondents believe that red and yellow quartered patrol cap provides the best in-water identification 
of a lifesaver  

 70% of respondents always wear the red and yellow quartered patrol cap  

 67% believe it has no impact on retention or recruitment of new members  

 56% say SLSA should continue to have the red and yellow quartered patrol cap as mandatory uniform, with 
29% asking for it to be optional. Only 5% would like it removed.  
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Members aged 13-18…  

 70.5% of respondents believe that red and yellow quartered patrol cap provides the best in-water identification 
of a lifesaver  

 54% of respondents always wear the red and yellow quartered patrol cap  

 69% believe it has no impact on retention or recruitment of new members  

 52% say SLSA should continue to have the red and yellow quartered patrol cap as mandatory uniform, with 
34% asking for it to be optional. Only 4% would like it removed.  

 
In Victoria... 

 75% of respondents believe that red and yellow quartered patrol cap provides the best in-water identification 
of a lifesaver  

 54% of respondents always wear the red and yellow quartered patrol cap  

 73.5% believe it has no impact on retention or recruitment of new members  

 50% say SLSA should continue to have the red and yellow quartered patrol cap as mandatory uniform, with 
28% asking for it to be optional, 3.5% would like it removed, and 18.5% selected other. 

 
 
THANK YOU  
Surf Life Saving Australia would like to thank all members who took the time to respond to the survey. The 
overwhelming response indicates your willingness to be involved in creating a great future for Surf Life Saving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


