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LIFE SAVING VICTORIA COASTAL SERVICES VALUED AT $235 MILLION 

SLSA today released a significant new report, which estimates the total economic value of Surf Life Saving in 
Australia as $3.6 billion. (Based on data from 2009/2010.) 

The independent report by PwC – “What is the economic contribution of Surf Life Saving in Australia” was launched 
today by Federal Sports Minister, Senator Mark Arbib. 

The report found the cost-benefit in terms of lives saved and injuries prevented for every dollar invested in Surf Life 
Saving’s volunteer water safety services nationally is 29 to 1. 

The report also estimated that in the absence of Surf Life Saving’s water safety services, almost 600 additional people 
across the country would have lost their lives on our beaches and coastal waterways. 

Key statistic and highlights for Life Saving Victoria for 2009/2010 include: 

 Life Saving Victoria’s coastal drowning and injury prevention services valued at $235 million a year; 

 Victorian lifesavers and lifeguards undertook over 750 rescues; 

 Lifesavers and lifeguards provided Victorian beaches with 150,000 hours of patrol coverage (this doesn’t 
include training and skills development); 

 The estimated value of the lifesaving patrol time donated by volunteers in Victoria was $4.7 million. 

The PwC report was welcomed by Life Saving Victoria President Mike Martin, who said it reflected the enormous 
contribution of the State’s major water safety and rescue organisation. 

“The headline findings of this report are a tribute to the skill and dedication of our 26,000 members and the safety 
culture embedded in 57 Life Saving clubs across Victoria,” Mr Martin said. 

 “Our corporate partners and community and government supporters should be reassured by this report that every 
dollar invested in Surf Life Saving is a dollar invested in saving lives in the water.” 

The report was released to media today; copies of the report will soon be distributed to all clubs. 
 
A full copy of the PwC report, as well as a Victorian breakdown, is available on the LSV website: 
www.lifesavingvictoria.com.au  
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