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To: All Members  

From: Nigel Taylor ESM – Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 24 October 2012 

Subject: Smoking Bans on Beaches 

Action: 
Please read below for further information about legislation introduced to ban smoking at Victorian 
beaches 
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On Wednesday, 11 October 2012 new legislation was introduced into parliament, proposing to amend the Tobacco 
Act 1987 to ban smoking at patrolled beaches, both between the flags and within 50 metres of the red and yellow 
flags.  

Life Saving Victoria was involved in the consultation period for this proposed legislation and is supportive of these 
measures to help ensure the health and safety of Victorians. 

The following information should provide some clarity on where the bans will occur and how they will be enforced. 

The purpose of the bill is to prohibit smoking within 50 metres of the red and yellow flags erected by Life Saving 
Victoria or one of its affiliated lifesaving clubs at patrolled beaches. 

It is intended that this smoking ban will further limit the exposure of children and families to second-hand smoke, 
denormalise smoking, minimise the littering of cigarette butts and improve public amenity at patrolled beaches in 
Victoria. 

This will apply at all patrol locations, including bayside, seaside and riverside beaches, for instance at Mildura. 

It is understood that legislation may be passed in the first week of December, which would mean the bans would be in 
place this summer. 

The bans are expected to be self-enforcing – lifesavers and lifeguards will not be expected to enforce the ban. 

Inspectors authorised under the Tobacco Act 1987 may enforce the ban initially. Smokers who ignore the ban will face 
an on the spot fine of $141, which may increase to over $700 if the matter goes to court. 

State-wide smoking bans on beaches were introduced in Queensland in 2005, in Western Australia in 2010 and in 
Tasmania in 2012. This reform will therefore bring Victoria into line with these states.  

If you have any questions about these proposed changes, please contact: 
Paul Shannon - General Manager, Lifesaving Club Development on 03 9676 6910 or email 
paul.shannon@lifesavingvictoria.com.au. 
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