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LSV & Marsh Working Together
For more than a decade, Marsh has been creating innovative, 
low cost protection solutions for Life Saving Clubs throughout 
Australia. We understand lifesaving and we deliver fresh, modern 
ideas and solutions to protect members from risk – so you can 
focus on what you do best.

By using the collective buying power of more than 300 lifesaving 
organisations nationwide, our team of specialists are able to 
help ensure that we deliver the best possible value and range of 
benefits for your club.

For more information and a competitive quote call  

Cale Smith | +61 436 192 806 | cale.smith@marsh.com



ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS
7:00pm:  Welcome
 Paul James ASM, LSV President

 Master of Ceremonies
 Carol Fox

7:05pm  Membership and Leadership  
 Development Award Presentations

7:15pm  Aquatic Sports Award Presentations

7:30pm  Education, Training and Industry  
 Engagement Award Presentations

7:45pm  Lifesaving Operations and Volunteer  
 Training Award Presentations

8:00pm  Major Awards Presentations
 Keynote Speaker 
 The Hon Lisa Neville MP 
 Minister for Police and Emergency  
 Services

 LSV Life Membership 

 Outstanding Achievement of the Year

 Youth Lifesaver of the Year  
 Presented by Westpac

 Volunteer of the Year  
 (Graeme Long Memorial Medal)

 Lifesaver of the Year  
 (John Wishart Memorial Medal)  
 Presented by Microflite

 Club of the Year  
 (Beaurepaire Shield)  
 Presented by Marsh

8:15pm  Close of Proceedings

@lifesavingvicfacebook.com/lifesavingvic @lifesavingvic
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Enjoy the perks of 
being a SLSA member.
Westpac Members Plus provides access to a dedicated 
team of specialists, discounts, and exclusive offers to 
help you meet your financial goals.

Use code SLSAPERKS to see what’s on offer. 

 memberplus@westpac.com.au 

 1300 361 159

© Westpac Banking Corporation ABN 33 007 457 141 AFSL and Australian credit licence 233714.   20105/0720



PRESIDENT’S WELCOME

Welcome everyone to the 17th annual Awards of Excellence evening.

Like so many other times thus far in 2020, we can again find ourselves a use 
for that word, ‘unprecedented’, in reference to our awards evening going online 
for the first time.

Now more than ever, it is important to come together – while staying apart 
– to recognise and reflect on the dedication of individuals in our lifesaving 

and aquatic communities. We are here because of the dedicated volunteers, staff and members of the 
broader aquatic community who contribute to LSV’s mission to prevent drowning and aquatic injuries in 
the state of Victoria.

It’s fair to say the 2019-20 season was unlike most others for many of our lifesavers and lifeguards, with 
the East Gippsland bushfires and the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic bringing unique challenges and 
impacts to our clubs, teams and aquatic industry partners.

Yet our members and the aquatic community have faced each challenge with a willingness to assist 
wherever possible.

The 2019-20 season was one in which our volunteer lifesavers and lifeguards performed 475 rescues, 
attended 2339 first aid incidents and completed 106,935 preventive actions to help keep more than 
2.34 million visitors to Victorian beaches safe.

Our membership grew to more than 38,000 volunteers earlier this year - the largest numbers in the 
organisation’s history. This is a testament to all aspects of our movement, from our club presidents and 
committees, club administrators, junior program coordinators, active training volunteers, along with our 
trainers, assessors, operational members and many more.

There are many other milestones to celebrate. During the past financial year, approximately 12,222 
Nippers received education in water safety and lifesaving skills. In addition, 816 volunteers took 
advantage of 30 LSV member development programs. And our dedicated volunteers completed more 
than 6000 volunteer training awards in the 2019-20 financial year, including 5365 new awards.

While the national lifesaving sport season was impacted by the bushfires and pandemic, some highlights 
of the year included Victoria coming third in the Royal Life Saving Australian Pool Championships, the 
inception of the VIC Blues Super Surf Team competing in three rounds of the new national Super Surf 
Teams League, and it was the inaugural year of the Junior State Championships being held over a 2.5 
day format.

We estimate 108,125 students learnt to swim over the past financial year through our 169 Swim and 
Survive providers, while some 29,700 candidates across 2764 courses over the 2019-20 year benefited 
from training delivered by LSV’s training staff, licensees and services members. More than 32,884 
students from 231 schools across the state participated in LSV’s Open Water Learning Experience and 
Sink or Swim programs combined.

While these were some of the highlights, it was still, unfortunately, a season not without tragedy for many 
families and communities who lost loved ones.
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We recognise we have work to do in making sure people continue to heed water safety messages as 
they start returning to our beaches, waterways and aquatic venues, when it is safe to do so and in line 
with government advice. We know there is much work to be done yet in ensuring Victorians retain and 
continue to learn and practice vital swimming skills, especially after many activities have had to cease.

I would like to acknowledge and thank the State Government for their ongoing contribution to lifesaving 
and their support of this event through the Valuing Volunteers Program. I would also like to acknowledge 
and thank our major sponsors for tonight - Westpac, Microflite, and Marsh (formerly Jardine Lloyd 
Thompson).

In addition, I recognise the support of Surf Life Saving Australia and Royal Life Saving Australia, both key 
partners of our national and international lifesaving and water safety networks.

Thank you for joining us for this very special evening, as we reflect on the past year, and look to a safe 
year ahead.

Yours in lifesaving,

Paul James ASM

President
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MEMBERSHIP & LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
AWARDS 
Mike Martin AM Champion Junior Lifesaver
This award recognises the valuable contribution our youth members provide to the lifesaving movement, 
both within the organisation and the local community.

Winners: 

 - Matthew Callaghan, Point Leo SLSC: Matthew has been a member of Point Leo SLSC since U9 
Nippers. This season, he was selected as one of the junior club captains and gained his SRC. He 
assisted with club activities and proved himself to be a leader for all Nippers.

 - Jemima Fitzgerald, Anglesea SLSC: Jemima has been a member of Anglesea SLSC for 8 years. 
This season, she completed her SRC and willingly assisted with patrols, water safety and club 
fundraisers, while competing herself. She is a great role model for the junior members.

Nipper Program Volunteer of the Year
This award recognises the LSV member who has made an outstanding contribution to the delivery of 
their club’s Nipper Program.

Finalists:

 - Lucy Chambers, Inverloch SLSC: As junior coordinator, Lucy coordinated 30 age managers, in 
excess of 80 water safety, and a variety of other on-water crew to ensure multiple water areas were 
available and appropriately supervised during the program.

 - Stuart Legg, Sandringham LSC: Stuart led a popular specialised training program for Nippers, with 
a particular focus on extending water skills, which increased demand.

 - Sarah-Jo Mason, Point Leo SLSC: Sarah-Jo redeveloped the program, in collaboration with 
the chief instructor and head coach, introducing new activities to encourage the transition beyond 
Nippers to retain members.

 - Sharon Bonga, Venus Bay SLSC: As the Nipper program coordinator, Sharon increased 
participants by 38% and ensured children maximised their opportunity to challenge themselves within 
a controlled and safe aquatic environment.

 - Natalie Ashdown, Waratah Beach SLSC: As a club director, on top of her role as junior activities 
coordinator, Natalie started 'Nipper Helpers', encouraging parents/guardians to help out at Nipper 
sessions with a view to recruiting age managers.
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 - Marcus Brookes & Dave Richardson, Sandringham LSC: Marcus worked alongside Dave to run 
the Nipper program with record numbers this season. During their four years as coordinators, the 
program has grown from 18 Nippers to 180.

 - Sameana Kerr, Portsea SLSC: Each year, Sam commits hundreds of hours to the program, 
including administrative management and maintaining the quality experience of the program, which 
has risen to 650 participants. 

 - Adam Clark, Waratah Beach SLSC: As water safety captain, Adam is passionate about proper 
Nipper inductions, including a buddy system to ensure they are confident with surf awareness and 
board skills.

Membership & Leadership Development Service Awards
These awards recognise continued long service and outstanding contributions to Membership & 
Leadership Development.

Recipients:

 - Heath Armstrong, Lorne SLSC: With a passion for member development, Heath has developed 
the Community Engagement & Leadership program, as well as setting up a development committee 
at Lorne SLSC. He volunteered as a mentor for the Mentor program and has also shared his 
achievements at various state forums. 

 - Natalie Ashdown, Waratah Beach SLSC: Natalie has grown the Nippers program and team in her 
role as Nippers coordinator. She is a well-respected member of the M&LD Council, an advocate for 
youth development programs and has assisted with age manager training from a state level.

SLSA National Leadership College
The National Leadership College is facilitated by Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA) to develop leadership 
skills through shared, interactive and individually-led learning.

2020 Participants:

 - Tarryn Thom, Inverloch SLSC 
 - Chris Perrot, Portsea SLSC 
 - Dylan Griffiths, Black Rock and Elwood LSCs 
 - Lachlan Eaton, Anglesea SLSC  
 - Alex Schwarcz, Fairhaven SLSC 
 - Joel Farrow, Williamstown S&LSC 
 - Kerri O’Shea, Port Campbell SLSC

SLSA Leaders Masterclass
A specifically designed workshop, facilitated by SLSA, focusing on building skills for anyone with a 
volunteer management role in surf lifesaving. 

2019 Participants:

 - Teagan Thom, Inverloch SLSC 
 - Rebecca Gibbs, Mount Martha LSC 
 - Lyndie Freestone, Ocean Grove SLSC  
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AQUATIC SPORTS AWARDS
Under 14 and Under 15 Athlete of the Year
This award recognises the athletes who have demonstrated excellence in the sport of lifesaving at state, 
national and/or international levels.

Finalists:

 - Mackenzie Hunter, Portsea SLSC: Mackenzie won Gold in the U14 girls 2km Swim at the 2019 
Victorian Endurance Championships. She also won first place in the girls U14 surf race at the Ocean 
Grove Carnival and first place in the girls U14 surf race at the Anglesea Carnival.  

 - Mia Cook, Warrnambool SLSC: Mia was selected as a member of the Victorian State team and 
competed at state carnivals. Mia had a successful competitive season, gaining places in all her 
events.

 - Dibs Fitzgerald, Anglesea SLSC: Dibs was captain of the Victorian Youth Pathway Cup team and 
represented Victoria in the Youth Pathways Cup. He is a strong competitor and represents Anglesea 
well in both the surf race and board events.

 - Harvey Larke, Portsea SLSC: Harvey won Gold in the U15 boys 2km swim at the 2019 Victorian 
Endurance Championships, first place in the boys U15 surf race at the Anglesea carnival, as well as 
first place in four events at the Mordialloc carnival in boys U15 ironman, tube race, surf teams and 
board rescue.

 - Stephanie Reade, Ocean Grove SLSC: Stephanie was selected in both the Victorian Surf Life 
Saving State team and the Royal Pool Lifesaving Victorian Development team. She won Gold at 
Victorian Carnivals and Gold, Silver and Bronze at the State Pool Life Saving Championship. 
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Youth Athlete of the Year
This award recognises the athlete who as an individual has demonstrated excellence in the sport of 
lifesaving at state, national and/or international levels.

Finalists:

 - Brayden Casamento, Warrnambool SLSC: Brayden has competed well this season at state and 
Interstate carnivals. He has competed as an individual and a team member and has taken home 
many Gold, Silver and Bronze medals. 

 - Mia Spencer, Hampton LSC: Mia is a talented competitor and generous with her time, always 
conscious about giving back to her club and lifesaving. Mia competed and won gold at LSV Carnivals 
this season and represented Victoria at the Interstate Championships.

 - Harvey Larke, Portsea SLSC: Harvey has represented Portsea SLSC for the last seven years and 
this season was undefeated in his swims at all Victorian lifesaving events.

 - Archie Vernon, Torquay SLSC: Archie competed as a team member for Torquay SLSC and with 
the Victorian State Team at Interstates. His willingness and competitiveness, as well as impressive 
sporting ability, saw him succeed and lead by example.

 - Stephanie Reade, Ocean Grove SLSC: Stephanie was selected in both the Victorian Surf Life 
Saving State team and the Pool Lifesaving Victorian Development team. She won Gold at Victorian 
Carnivals and Gold, Silver and Bronze at the Victorian Pool Life Saving Championship.

 - Tom Regan, Portsea SLSC: On the back of his silver medal at Aussies in 2019, Tom was selected 
to represent Victoria at the Interstate Championships. Tom has been very successful this season, 
winning state medals and pennants, as well as leading younger members. 
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Open Athlete of the Year
This award recognises the athlete who has demonstrated sporting excellence at state, national and/or 
international levels.

Finalists:

 - James Petropoulos, Mordialloc LSC: James has competed in state, national and international life 
saving championships this season, including the Royal Life Saving Pool Championships in Perth in 
2020, Commonwealth Championships in Leeds, England in 2019 and representing Mordialloc at the 
Victorian Pool Life Saving Championships. 

 - Saxon Beale, Anglesea SLSC: Saxon was the open beach competitor for the Victorian Interstate 
team for the 7th consecutive year. Saxon competed in the Open flags finishing a strong 7th in a 
tough interstate field, as well as competing in the beach sprints and being a vital member of the 
Victorian state team’s beach relay.

Masters Athlete of the Year
This award recognises the masters athlete who has demonstrated sporting excellence at state, national 
and/or international levels.

Finalists: 

 - Naantali Marshall, Anglesea SLSC: One of the leading Victorian and National Surf Lifesaving 
athletes, continuing to show her dominance over the years in the water and on the sand. At the 2020 
Victorian Masters Championships she received gold medals in every event that she competed. 

 - Kristina Clappison, Venus Bay SLSC: Returning to competition this season, she competed at the 
Masters State Championships in the 30-34-year category and demonstrated to her fellow athletes 
that her competitive spirit and athletic abilities were sharp, winning four Gold and two Silver medals. 

 - Amenah McDonald, Ocean Grove SLSC: A Master competitor who competed at multiple senior 
competitions and won Gold in the Women’s 40+ Champion Lifesaver, as well as being awarded 
numerous gold medals this season. 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 2020 12



Team of the Year (Youth)
This award recognises the outstanding achievements or performances by a youth team in respect to any 
area of lifesaving sport at state, national and/or international levels.

To be announced

Team of the Year (Masters) 
This award recognises the outstanding achievements or performances by a masters team in respect to 
any area of lifesaving sport at state, national and/or international levels.

To be announced

Coach of the Year
This award recognises a volunteer coach who has made a significant contribution to the development of 
athletes and teams within Aquatic Sports.

Finalists:

 - James Evans, Mordialloc LSC: James, a dedicated and experienced coach, has guided his club, 
state and national pool lifesaving competitors to achieve many personal bests and team trophies at 
State, National and International Championships. 

 - Sally Leung, Williamstown S&LSC: With her in-depth knowledge, experience and ability to stay 
focused and positive, Sally has achieved amazing State results for the club’s competitors. She has 
also mentored younger members in coaching and assisted those youth members to solidify their 
coaching knowledge.

 - Travis Madigan, Warrnambool SLSC: Travis has focused on self-improvement and goal setting 
for our athletes. This has brought fun and enjoyment to training and has seen our members retained 
within the sport of lifesaving.  

 - Sonia Kinsey, Ocean Grove SLSC: Sonia as head coach has seen an increase of competitors 
within the club to its largest team ever. She aims to show upcoming youth that the sport is more than 
just results, but that the sport has more to offer as a whole. 
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Emerging Official of the Year
This award recognises the emerging official who has made a significant contribution and shown 
commitment to the area of officiating within Aquatic Sports.

Finalists:

 - Daphne Henderson, Torquay SLSC: Daphne played an integral role in ensuring the club provided 
the correct number of officials for each junior carnival, as well as mentoring new officials.

 - Kate McCardel, Torquay SLSC: This season, Kate assisted with the recruitment and mentoring 
of new officials and officiated at most junior carnivals, including R&R events at both Youth and 
Junior level, the Victorian Junior Lifesaving Championships and the Junior/Youth two-person R&R 
Championships.

 - Robert O’Brien, Ocean Grove SLSC: Rob has officiated at every Nipper carnival this season. He 
also qualified as a senior official and officials mentor.

Official of the Year
This award recognises the official who has made a significant contribution and shown commitment to 
the area of officiating within Aquatic Sports.

Finalists: 

 - Darren Kerr, Portsea SLSC:  Darren was an official at the club’s Junior Club Championships, a 
senior official at a ‘3 club’ event, as well as officiating at junior and senior carnivals.

 - Tamara Brawn, Point Leo SLSC: Tamara is the first and only female referee to lead national surf 
boat carnivals. She is the Officials representative on the SLSA Surf Boat panel and has mentored and 
assessed new officials undertaking their qualifications.

 - Mary Veal, South Melbourne LSC: Mary was appointed deputy chief referee and volunteered in key 
event coordinator roles at state, national and international Life Saving Championships. Recognition at 
these levels indicates the level of her skills, experience and attributes.

 - Joanne Teagle, South Melbourne LSC: Joanne is a highly regarded, qualified official with 
state, national and international Championship appointments. This season, she held positions as 
chief referee at the 2020 RLSA National Life Saving Championships, and deputy referee at the 
Commonwealth Lifesaving Championships in November 2019. 
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EDUCATION, TRAINING AND INDUSTRY 
ENGAGEMENT AWARDS
Community Education Award
This award recognises and rewards an activity and/or program which has significantly worked toward 
saving lives, creating great Australians and building better communities.

Finalists:

 - Mount Martha LSC – Schools Program: This program has been running for over 20 years and 
was founded to provide school children with a safe and fun way to engage in coastal water activities 
and develop water safety awareness. The program now engages with 27 schools in the South-East 
Melbourne region.

 - Point Lonsdale SLSC - Nippers in Schools: The program provides high class surf education and 
lifesaving skills to the local community where the local beaches are considered quite dangerous. The 
skills the students learned from this camp could be in some cases, life saving.

 

Innovation Award
This award recognises the development of equipment, procedure or other innovation that in the opinion 
of the selection panel will improve any facet of lifesaving across Victoria.

Finalists: 

 - Teens Multi – Innovation Inflatables Coaching, Hampton LSC: The Hampton LSC Junior 
Coaches program was created in response to the loss of junior members towards the end of 
Nippers. It's an ongoing investment in the engagement of coaches and their families, giving the junior 
coaches a sense of purpose.

 - Mobile Patrol Tower, Inverloch SLSC: This tower was built after losing two other towers from 
severe erosion and can be moved on or off the beach.

 - Nipper Program Sustainable Education, Portsea SLSC: Portsea believes strongly in developing 
members from a young age and providing opportunities for self-growth. The 'Portsea Nipper 
Program Sustainable Education Program' will create a generation of Portsea lifesavers and develop 
good health and wellbeing.

 - Skills Development Program, Lorne SLSC: The Skills Development Program is a new program 
this season and aims to increase the skills of members who have completed their SRC, as well as 
directing members towards gaining a Bronze Medallion.
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LSV Professional Pool Lifeguard Challenge Champions (2019)
Awarded to the lifeguard team with the highest overall score for LSV’s Professional Pool Lifeguard 
Challenge.

Winner: City of Kingston team, made up of:

 - Jess Kallergis
 - Lisa Ferguson
 - Aidan Reisinger
 - Blake Picone

LSV Public Training Licensee of the Year
This award recognises the LSV licensee that has delivered outstanding training services and has worked 
to increase their training capacity within the Victorian community.

Finalists: 

 - Heather’s Swim School 
 - Wellington Shire Council  
 - Western Victoria First Aid Training Services

LSV Public Training Service Member of the Year
This award recognises the LSV Service Member who has demonstrated outstanding delivery of LSV 
Community Awards and Professional Development.

To be announced

LSV Public Training Trainer of the Year 
This award recognises the trainer who has demonstrated outstanding delivery of LSV Public Training 
courses.

Finalists:

 - Davide Colombo
 - Brenda Davies
 - David Nankervis
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LSV Education Instructor of the Year
This award recognises the contribution of an individual who has demonstrated outstanding delivery, 
leadership, passion and commitment to LSV’s water safety education programs.

Finalists:

 - Alex Tsantarlis
 - Eliza Hine
 - Jamie Mawkes
 - Leonie Mawkes
 - Mitchell Cole
 - Tui Griffin

LSV Swim and Survive Licensee of the Year
This award recognises commitment to delivery of the Royal Life Saving Australia’s Swim and Survive 
program and the Licensee’s dedication to providing water safety to the community.

Finalists:

 - Aquamoves – Shepparton
 - Splash 'N' Learn to Swim
 - Eltham Leisure Centre – Aligned Leisure
 - WynActive Swim School – AquaPulse
 - Brimbank Leisure Centres

Media Service to Life Saving Victoria
Awarded for an outstanding contribution to the wider media coverage of lifesaving and drowning 
prevention in Victoria.

Winner: Tamara McDonald, Geelong Advertiser

Tamara is the Geelong Advertiser’s health reporter, with a keen interest in writing about mental health 
matters. She was a finalist for this year’s Young Journalist of the Year at the Quill Awards. Over the 2019-
20 summer patrol season, Tamara helped raise awareness of water safety with a series of prominent 
articles alerting beachgoers to dangers in a region identified as a drowning blackspot.
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LIFESAVING OPERATIONS AND VOLUNTEER 
TRAINING AWARDS
Administration Club of the Year
This award encourages and recognises outstanding achievements in club administration. (Clubs with a 
salaried administrator are not eligible.)

To be announced

Patrol Service Efficiency and Standards Program Award
This program recognises operational excellence demonstrated through the patrol service inspections 
conducted throughout the season. 

To be announced

100+ Hours Gold Patrol Awards

These members were in the top 10% of all members across the state who contributed more than 100 
hours to lifesaving patrols last season.

Wayne Cartwright Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter (VIC) 345.50
Brett Armstrong Port Melbourne LSC 213.75
Colin Williams Mentone LSC 206
Stephen Brooks Port Melbourne LSC 204.25
Peter Bellion Port Melbourne LSC 203.75
Tea-Rose Passon Port Melbourne LSC 202.50
Alexandra Schapper Cape Paterson SLSC 200.50
Aidan O’Rourke Apollo Bay SLSC 193.75
Heath Cananzi Mentone LSC 191
Peter Stones Seaford LSC 185.25
Charlie Crawford-Rust Cape Paterson SLSC 178.50
William Pearce Mentone LSC 176.25
Jessica Maltby Chelsea Longbeach SLSC 172.75
Benjamin O’Mahony South Melbourne LSC 171.25
Catherine Paulsen Carrum SLSC 171
Lachlan Hirth South Melbourne LSC 170.75
Kane Treloar Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter (VIC) 166.75
Paul Mapley Port Melbourne LSC 164.50
Amy Curnow SLS Lakes Entrance 163.50
Tara Scott Wonthaggi LSC 163.27
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Volunteer Trainer of the Year
This award recognises the trainer who has made a significant contribution towards the training and 
education of LSV volunteers across Victoria.

Finalists:

 - Simona Pardo, Sandringham LSC: Simona has kept the training program afloat over the many 
changes experienced this season. Working tirelessly, she managed to complete the D9's for trainers 
in time for the club to run its training programs.

 - Eve Lardner, Fairhaven SLSC: Eve currently holds the position of chief assessor at Fairhaven 
SLSC. Working with area officer Tim Mason, they combine their skills to meet annual assessment 
requirements at Fairhaven, Surf Coast clubs and clubs across the state.

 - David Morris, Inverloch SLSC: David was head trainer at the Inverloch Bronze Camp, creating a 
positive learning environment on the camp, resulting in a number of candidates becoming valuable 
patrolling members.

 - Terry Aslanidis, Woolamai Beach SLSC: Terry organised the IRB camp run, with members 
travelling to Inverloch SLSC to learn basic surf awareness at an unfamiliar location and joined by 
members of the Inverloch SLSC.

 - Brittany Morgenthaler, Point Leo SLSC: As chief trainer, Brittany has multiple trainers under her 
command and coordinates with numerous assessors. She excels in her organisation skills.

 - Andrew Lawrence, Hampton LSC: As chief instructor, Andy trains and assesses candidates for 
new awards and requalifications. He is dedicated to mentoring and preparing youth and young adult 
members of the club to become trainers.

 - Nicholas Tsekouras, Lorne SLSC: Nicholas is chief instructor and he holds the Training & 
Assessment portfolio, developing quality training programs for the benefit of all active members.

 - Carol Lawrence, Hampton LSC: As one of the club’s training officers, Carol has held training 
sessions for members, as well as Grey Medallion sessions, open to older community members.

 - Joel Farrow, Williamstown S&LSC: As Director - Member Development, Joel oversees the club’s 
training programs. He works to ensure pathways for improvement in the training space.
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Volunteer Assessor of the Year
This award recognises the assessor who has made a significant contribution to the assessment of 
lifesaving awards across Victoria.

Finalists:

 - David Stogdale, Gunnamatta SLSC: David Stogdale is chief instructor and this season he has 
instructed and assessed in all awards, including IRB driving and instructing, Beach Management, 
ARTC, Spinal Management, ATV induction, First Aid and Bronze Medallion.

 - Tarryn Thom, Inverloch SLSC: Tarryn’s roles include chief instructor and assessor, as well as being 
a valuable resource in the Bass District, consulting other clubs.

 - Julia Clarke, Fairhaven SLSC: Without Julia’s supervision of the new D9 matrix, the club may not 
have been able to undertake any of the training and assessment duties for the past season.

 - Samuel Ord, Lorne SLSC: Samuel is chief assessor and this season organised and ran every Lorne 
skills maintenance.

Beach Lifeguard of the Year
This award recognises the Australian Lifeguard Service employee who has made an outstanding 
contribution to the delivery and development of a professional lifeguard service across Victoria.

Finalists (from the Australian Lifeguard Service):

 - Kirra Solterbeck: Kirra centres herself and her team on prevention through actively educating the 
public and fellow lifeguards in a way that is open and understanding. 

 - Lewis Howell-Pavia: Lewis is a lifeguard who holds a high regard to the aim of preventing injury to 
themself, their team and the public.

 - Michael Owen: Michael is Western Area supervisor and responsible for the provision of Lifeguard 
services at Warrnambool, Port Fairy, Port Campbell and Narrawong.

 - Hannah Tzimokas: Hannah has contributed greatly to the Bass Coast Lifeguard service and the 
implementation of its mentor program.
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2020 MAJOR AWARDS
Life Saving Victoria Life Membership Award
Life Membership is the highest service recognition awarded, for sustained and outstanding contribution 
to lifesaving at state level.

Recipient: Robert O’Brien, Waratah Beach SLSC

It is with great pleasure that the Board of Directors awards this Life Membership to Robert O’Brien, 
Waratah Beach SLSC. This award, given posthumously, acknowledges Robert’s involvement across 
lifesaving, namely his leadership, his life contributions to the movement and his club, so generously given 
and so sadly cut short. 

Outstanding Achievement of the Year
This award recognises the outstanding achievements or contributions by a person, team or club in any 
sector of lifesaving at state, national and/or international level.

Finalists:

 - Starfish Carnival & All Abilities Inclusion Day, Hampton LSC: An enormous amount of planning 
goes into every season, but this season particularly, given the increase in Starfish numbers, mentors 
and key events. Planning usually gets underway immediately after the end of the Starfish Nippers 
season so sponsorship, grants and support can be sought to ensure the quality and breadth of the 
program continues to grow. 

 - Return to IRB Racing, Fairhaven SLSC: Fairhaven’s return to IRB Racing commenced with 
establishing a strong working relationship with Lorne SLSC. Fairhaven and Lorne members 
participated in a number of carnivals, and attending States, Aussies and Worlds. Fairhaven is 
indebted to Lorne for their openness in sharing their skills and knowledge from which Fairhaven were 
able to establish their own IRB Racing Team again. 
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Youth Lifesaver of the Year
Presented by Westpac

This award recognises and rewards a young member aged between 15-21 years, who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the delivery of patrolling frontline services.

Finalists: 

 - Campbell Smart, Woolamai Beach SLSC: Campbell has been patrol captain of ‘Sandman’ for 
three seasons and has worked hard to build Sandman into the strongest patrol at Woolamai. Without 
Campbell, patrols at Woolamai would not run as smoothly and professionally.

 - Matilda Francis, Point Lonsdale SLSC: Tilly is the current junior vice captain of the Stingray patrol 
and mentors these younger patrol members so they stick with surf lifesaving and can become strong 
patrol captains in time.

 - Lucas Karlson, Lorne SLSC: Patrolling roles for Lucas include patrol vice captain in 2018/19/20 
seasons and patrol captain in the upcoming 2020/21 season. Throughout this season, Lucas 
achieved over 100 hours of patrolling, helping fill in roles for all patrols that were short on numbers.

 - Nicholas Vouk, South Melbourne LSC: Nick’s current roles on patrol include as patrol captain for 
his own rostered patrol team, as well as IRB Driver, IRB Crew and Advanced Resuscitation when he 
is assisting other patrol teams.

 - Thomas Burt, Fairhaven SLSC: Captain of Patrol 2 at Fairhaven SLSC, he demonstrates an ability 
to remain calm under enormous pressure and to communicate effectively with members of all ages 
and backgrounds to achieve a common goal.
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Volunteer of the Year (Graeme Long Memorial Medal)
This award perpetuates the memory of Graeme Long and his volunteer contribution to lifesaving. This 
award recognises an individual’s volunteer contribution, which has significantly benefited their club or has 
enhanced the development of LSV’s mission and values.

Finalists:

 - Matthew Taylor, Anglesea SLSC: Matt is a member of the Anglesea SLSC executive board, being 
the director of member development. He has volunteered countless hours promoting and improving 
lifesaving both at a club and wider level. His leadership and direction in all his activities across the 
club has a distinct ability to motivate and establish a positive rapport with people of all ages and from 
all backgrounds 

 - James Green, Port Campbell SLSC: James as Western Area Training and Assessment Officer, has 
delivered an outstanding contribution to the movement over the past 12 months. James has had to 
commit significant personal time and resources to provide required training to the Mildura LSC.

 - James Coutie, Point Lonsdale SLSC: James is an active lifesaver holding committee roles of 
secretary and patrol mentor. He is YIPs mentor, training officer, assessor and competition official. 
James has also been significantly involved with the Westpac Lifesaver Rescue Drone Service, helping 
bring new capabilities to the service. 

 - Adam Lipszyc, Point Leo SLSC: Adam is club captain and a member of the club executive. He 
is passionate about ensuring members have the opportunity for continual improvement through 
achieving lifesaving awards. 

 - Robert Mellor, Portsea SLSC: In his role as club secretary and committee member, he plans to 
continue to implement the club’s strategy to expand the experience and engagement of every club 
member. 
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Lifesaver of the Year (John Wishart Memorial Medal) 
Presented by Microflite

This award perpetuates the deeds and memory of John Wishart, who was killed by a shark attack 
off Portsea in March 1956. This award recognises the LSV member who has made an outstanding 
contribution to the delivery and development of lifesaving as a patrolling lifesaver.

Finalists:

 - Andrew Kiss, Portsea SLSC: Andrew, a highly qualified patrolling member, achieved 100 patrol 
hours this season by fulfilling all rostered patrol duties and volunteering for other patrols whenever 
available to do so. He is a trainer and assessor and acts as senior to the patrol captain, assisting with 
set up, delagation of roles, involving younger members and managing difficult situations.

 - Simon Perry, Mount Martha LSC: Simon has continued to develop himself as a valuable team 
member across several patrols, both at Mount Martha and Gunnamatta Surf Life Saving Clubs. He 
holds the position of captain of Team 6, and in this role  he will always put the welfare of his team 
members first and is keen for them to develop as not only members of the lifesaving community, but 
the greater community as well.

 - Jessica Sincock, Lorne SLSC: Jessica stepped into the new patrol mentor role for 2019/20. Jess is 
a very dedicated patrolling member, having completed 46 patrol hours this season. 

 - Rhys Cole, Point Leo SLSC: Rhys is a fantastic mentor to young members and is able to teach 
practical skills to other members. He was recognised by the Point Leo SLSC this season as the 
recipient of the Gary Tierney Foundation Award and received the 2018/19 season Club Captains 
award.

 - Tim Harrison, Point Lonsdale SLSC: Tim is a patrol mentor for the Stingray patrol. A strong team 
has been developed with good lifesaving skills to patrol the Point Lonsdale Back Beach. Tim is 
confident the Stingray patrol can maintain the safety of themselves and beach goers.
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Club of the Year (Beaurepaire Shield)
Presented by Marsh

This award recognises outstanding achievements in club development, which result in LSV clubs 
providing safer beaches and aquatic environments for the community.

Finalists:

 - Woolamai Beach SLSC: This club ensures members have opportunities to enhance their skills and 
participate in training, education, leadership and development opportunities. This grows the concept 
of the Woolamai Family and has people returning year after year to engage and participate.

 - Waratah Beach SLSC: This is the first Club in Australia to implement a Youth Mental Health First Aid 
program focused on addressing the mental health needs of young members (over half of the club’s 
membership) by training our young club leaders (18-25 year olds) and senior active patrol members. 

 - Warrnambool SLSC: The Club celebrated its 90th year this past season, again hosted the State 
Junior Championships and did not default on any patrols this season, all thanks to the commitment 
of members.

 - Williamstown S&LSC: In 2020, the Club officially turned 100. With 150 active members, who 
patrolled a total of 2,945 hours this season, the club's aim is to make multiple changes to the way 
lifesaving services operate and improve overall service delivery.

 - Fairhaven SLSC: Innovation and embracing new ideas is core business at Fairhaven SLSC. 
Ingrained at Fairhaven is the club motto, Vestigia Nulla Retrorsum, translated as No Footsteps 
Backward. Fairhaven SLSC is proud to continuously look for new ways to drive itself forward.

 - Port Melbourne LSC: Since 1913, this club has patrolled the area between Lagoon Pier Port 
Melbourne down to Kerferd Road Pier, South Melbourne along with its adjacent club at South 
Melbourne.

 - Portsea SLSC: Completing the brick and mortar assets in recent years, the club has not stopped 
and embarked on significant progress in developing education programs, engagement with all 
relevant stakeholders and creating significant cultural progression, which has seen the club grow to 
over 4000 members.
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AWARD ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Australian Commonwealth Honours 
We take this opportunity to acknowledge and applaud the following lifesavers whose service to lifesaving 
was recognised in the 2020 Australia Day and Queens Birthday honours listings.

 - Murray Thompson OAM, Past President RLSSAV 
 - Paul Freestone OAM, Fairhaven SLSC 
 - Hon Edward Baillieu AO, Portsea SLSC
 - Norman Farmer AM ESM, Frankston LSC and Mordialloc LSC
 - Darren McLeod ESM, Seaford LSC

Commonwealth Championships – November 2019
Athletes:

James Petropolous (Australian Team) and James Evans (Coach Australian Team). Rose Bentley was a 
reserve for the Development Team.

Officials:

 - Mary Veal, Dry SERC Co-ordinator, Lifesaving Challenge
 - Jo Teagle,  Deputy Referee Commonwealth Championships
 - Jim Morgan, Barbara Morgan, Anne-Maree Gardiner

SLSA Life Membership 
2019 Nancy Joseph, Fairhaven SLSC 
2019 Natalie Hood, Portsea SLSC 
2020 Norman Farmer AM ESM, Mordialloc LSC/Frankston LSC

2020 Awards of Excellence Committee:
 - Belinda Porter (Chairperson), South Melbourne LSC
 - Darren McLeod ESM, Seaford LSC
 - Sandra Madeley, Wonthaggi LSC
 - Bree Ambry, Mount Martha LSC
 - Mike Martin AM, Anglesea SLSC

Thank you to LSV’s Honours and Awards Committee (HaAC), who oversee and manage 
the award nominations process.
LSV Honours and Awards Committee:

 - Georgie Wettenhall (Chairperson), Woolamai Beach SLSC
 - Darren McLeod ESM, Seaford LSC
 - Mike Martin AM, Anglesea SLSC
 - Dianne Montalto ESM, Edithvale LSC
 - Andrew Barnes, Point Leo SLSC
 - David Stogdale, Gunnamatta SLSC
 - Anne-Maree Gardiner, South Melbourne LSC
 - Warren Clarke, Anglesea SLSC

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 2020 26



Life Saving Victoria would like to acknowledge the support of the Victorian Government 
through the Valuing Volunteers Program.

Major Award Partners:

SLSA National Sponsors:
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Congratulations to all award nominees 
and recipients, and to everyone on 

adapting to the challenges faced in 2020 
#INTHISTOGETHER

@lifesavingvicfacebook.com/lifesavingvic @lifesavingvic

Join the conversation  #LSVAOE2020Join the conversation  #LSVAOE2020


