
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose 

To outline the items a club needs to complete prior to allowing members to use the club’s 

bunkhouse facility. 

The following term is defined for the purpose of this document: 

Bunkhouse: A building or room, often with bunk beds, used for sleeping quarters for club 

members, patrol members, lifeguards or by external parties. The building or room may be 

part of, attached to, or separate from the main lifesaving facility. 

 

Principle for the use of Bunkhouses 

The use of bunkhouses should be minimised wherever possible.  

Bunkhouses are often high density accommodation areas where physical distancing is very 

difficult to achieve.  

Minimising bunkhouse use will help clubs reduce the risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

infection. 
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Permitted Use of Bunkhouses 
According to the current DHHS restrictions1, accommodation facilities in Victoria are allowed 
to be open, with the following comments: 

Open, and while a cap of up to 100 people (in line with private gathering restrictions), density 
will impact the total numbers allowed (1 per 2 square meters). Infants under 12 months are 
excluded from this cap.   

Priority member use for 2020/21 season 

The following activity table provides guidance as to when bunkhouse use is permitted: 
 

Activity Permitted? 

Operational training – either members or trainers staying to 
undertake operational training for the season. Examples of 
this are Bronze Medallion camps, trainers. 

Yes – modified layout and restriction of 
activities as listed below. No cap on 
members but density will impact total 
members note 2. 

Patrol members – members that are required to undertake 
patrol activities who cannot stay locally. 

Yes – modified layout and restriction of 
activities as listed below. No cap on 
members but density will impact total 
members note 2. 

Use to accommodate lifeguards for patrols at the beach 
location. 

Yes – modified layout and restriction of 
activities as listed below. No cap on 
members but density will impact total 
members note 2. 

Member accommodation (non-operational members, 
staying for holidays or operational members staying but not 
patrolling). This would also include any visitors. 

Yes – modified layout and restriction of 
activities as listed below. Patrolling or 
members undertaking operational 
training should have preference. No cap 
on members but density will impact total 
members note 2. 

Schools or external people to LSV (i.e. non-members) Yes – this is permitted; however, 
consideration should be made in line 
with note 1 below. 

Any other use other than that identified above Yes – this is now permitted from LSV; 
however it remains the decision of 
lifesaving club committees to ultimately 
allow this.   

 

Note 1: Given the potential impact of utilising the bunkhouses from both an operational and training 
perspective, LSV continues to recommend that priority be given to members that will be patrolling or 
undertaking critical operational training over other users.  
 

Note 2: Density and size of bunkhouses will still impact the total number of members that the 
bunkhouse can accommodate, even for Operational purposes. It is the responsibility of LSV and clubs 
to ensure that our exemption is reasonably and responsibly used by all members and staff.  

 
1 https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/Industry%20Restart%20Guidelines%20-
%20Accommodation%20%7C%20COVIDSafe%20Summer.pdf  

 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/Industry%20Restart%20Guidelines%20-%20Accommodation%20%7C%20COVIDSafe%20Summer.pdf
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/Industry%20Restart%20Guidelines%20-%20Accommodation%20%7C%20COVIDSafe%20Summer.pdf
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Modified Use of Bunkhouses 

The following table provides details for bunkhouse use in a modified capacity: 

ITEM GUIDANCE 

COVIDSafe Plan • Every club is required to have a COVIDSafe Plan that is 

regularly updated in order to reopen their bunkhouses. 

Accommodation 

capacity 

• Bunks may only have one person sleeping in each bunk – a 

bunk bed can only have one person sleeping either on the 

bottom or top bunk. The other mattress should be removed from 

the room and stored. 

• Beds should be at least 1.5m from another bed, and the total 

number of people in each room should not exceed 1 person per 

2 square meters (based on the use of electronic contact tracing/ 

QR codes being used at all locations). This will guide the total 

number of beds/ persons within a room. 

Bathroom usage • Bathrooms may be used, with a limit at any one time to a 

capacity of 1 person per 2 spare meters (limit to be identified at 

the entry of the bathroom and this based on the use of 

electronic contact tracing/ QR codes being used at all locations). 

• If the bathrooms are being used throughout the day by persons 

staying, then it is recommended that more regular cleaning of 

the bathrooms be undertaken. 

Accommodation 

access 

• All accommodation should be booked and approved by the 

responsible person at the club in advance, where possible. 

• Clubs should plan patrols and accommodation needs to limit 

number of members requiring accommodation. 

• Personnel should arrive no earlier than they need to and depart 

as soon as practical. 

• Members should limit their stay to only the night before a patrol, 

or training activity, and not the night after the activity – for 

example, if patrolling on Sunday, then they can stay the 

Saturday night, but not the Sunday night. 

• Clubs should limit access to accommodation areas strictly to 

those that are booked to use. 

Ensure physical 

distancing 

• Members should maintain a distance of 1.5m at all times where 

practical. 

• A density quotient of 1 person per 2 square meters for spaces 

accessible to the public/ where members staying can 

congregate (based on the use of electronic contact tracing/ QR 

codes being used at all locations). 

• Display signs to member limits at the entrance of all enclosed 

areas where limits apply. 

• Density quotient to be applied to shared spaces (e.g. kitchen, 

tearooms) and publicly accessible places. 
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ITEM GUIDANCE 

• Use floor markings and physical barriers in high traffic areas to 

provide minimum physical distancing guides. 

• Minimise the build-up of people waiting to enter and exit the 

location. 

Wear a face mask • People to wear face masks in line with current DHHS 

requirements. 

Cleaning and good 

hygiene 

• Reiterate importance of taking personal responsibility for 

hygiene and cleanliness. 

• Frequently clean and disinfect shared spaces, frequently 

touches surfaces (at least twice a day) and publicly accessible 

areas. 

• Make soap and hand sanitiser available for all staff and 

customers throughout the area. 

• Ensure adequate supply of cleaning and hygiene products. 

• Where practical, replace high-touch communal items with 

alternatives. 

• Display a cleaning log in shared spaces. 

• Individuals should take responsibility for cleaning high touch 

points prior and after use. 

• Implement and adhere to a thorough pre- and post-booking 

cleaning routine. 

Signage • Display signage for workers and customers in appropriate, high 

visibility locations, to be included:  

- At entrance, to advise of the maximum number of 

customers allowed. 

- At bunkhouse room entry, to advise of the maximum 

number of customers allowed. 

- Information about the symptoms of COVID-19 and the 

need to stay home when unwell.  

- Hygiene and physical distancing practices.  

Keep records and act 

quickly if anyone 

becomes infected 

• Support workers to get tested and stay home, even if they only 

have mild symptoms. 

• Have a plan to manage cases, notify others, including LSV, 

DHHS and WorkSafe, and potentially close down if there are 

confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the club or bunkhouse. 

• Keep records of all people who enter the area for contact tracing 

in line with DHHS requirements. 

• The Personal Health Checklist should be completed by each 

person prior to their stay (self-checklist, does not need to be 

returned). 

• Clubs are encouraged to undertake symptom screening at 

commencement of each stay. 
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ITEM GUIDANCE 

Avoid interactions in 

enclosed spaces 

• Reduce the amount of time members are spending in enclosed 

spaces. 

• Move as much activity outside as possible, including serving 

food, meetings, kitchens, tearooms and lunchbreaks. 

• Enhance airflow by opening windows and door and optimising 

fresh air flow in air conditioning systems. 

Work bubbles • Where possible, clubs should consider using work bubbles, i.e. 

patrolling members staying in the club facility should remain in 

the same group and patrol on consecutive days, this helps avoid 

an excessive number of people using the space. 

• Consider the use of family groups to help keep contact at a 

minimum. 

 

Additional Resources  

For additional information, please refer to the following: 

DHHS: Industry Restart Guidelines Accommodation 

WorkSafe: Other relevant industry specific guidance 

WorkSafe: Managing COVID-19 risks – face coverings in workplaces 

LSV: COVIDSafe Case Action Plan 

LSV: COVIDSafe Cleaning Guide 

LSV: COVIDSafe Signage Pack 

 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/Industry%20Restart%20Guidelines%20-%20Accommodation%20%7C%20COVIDSafe%20Summer.pdf
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.worksafe.vic.gov.au/managing-coronavirus-covid-19-risks-face-coverings-workplaces
https://lsv.com.au/clubcovidrecovery/covidsafe-case-action-plan/
https://lsv.com.au/clubcovidrecovery/covidsafe-cleaning-guide/
https://lsv.com.au/clubcovidrecovery/covidsafe-signage-packs/

