
 

 

Circular 030:07:19 
 

  

To: 
Club Presidents 
Club Secretaries 
Chief Instructors 

First Aid Officers 
Assessors 
Trainers 

Cc: Council Executives Council Officers 

From: Lifesaving Operations Executive 

Date: 24 July 2019 

Subject: Health Care Professional Scope of Practice and Credentialing 

Action: Review and note information as required 

  

  
For additional details on this Circular please contact: 
Lifesaving Operations on 03 9676 6930 or email lifesavingoperations@lsv.com.au 
Circulars are available at www.lsv.com.au/circulars  

  

 

Purpose: 

To outline insurance arrangements and scope for members who are also registered health care professionals 
who provides, or intends to provide, services outside or in excess of their Current LSV Qualifications. 

Scope: 

Volunteer members and paid lifeguards, who are also registered health care professionals. 

Definitions: 

• AHPRA means Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency 

• RHCP means Registered Health Care Practitioner, an individual with current registration through AHPRA 

• Current LSV Qualification means the current qualifications held by a Member, which was provided 
through the LSV Training and Assessment pathway, and which the Member remains proficient 

• Member means all paid and volunteer members of LSV, an LSV Life Saving Club or an LSV affiliated 
organisation. 

 

Introduction: 

Life Saving Victoria (LSV) recognises that a number of its Members are also RHCP. 

LSV recognises these Members are often known to other members of the organisation and bring a range of 
additional training, qualifications and expertise which may have a role in the primary care of patients. 

General Advice: 

LSV recommends the following to all its Members who are also RHCP: 

• they seek out their own independent professional indemnity and public liability insurance; 

• they advise their insurer of their LSV participation to ensure and confirm coverage; 

• they note section 31B of the Wrongs Act 1958 (See Appendix A) in the context of their registered 
profession and their LSV activity; 

• they keep contemporaneous records of their patient management and store as per the Health Records Act 
2001 (Vic). 

 

mailto:lifesavingoperations@lsv.com.au
mailto:lifesavingoperations@lsv.com.au
http://www.lsv.com.au/circulars
http://www.lsv.com.au/circulars


 

Extent of LSV Insurance 

• LSV carries insurance to cover Members to the extent of their Current LSV Qualifications. 

• Each Member and/or RHCP who provides or intends to provide services outside, or in excess, of their 
Current LSV Qualifications:  

o should obtain their own professional advice, seek the advice of their own RHCP peak body, and 
refer to the General Advice in relation to such services; and 

o is responsible for the provision of these services 

Scope of Practice: 

LSV supports RHCP to reasonably implement their skills in the delivery of care, with the equipment available 
on a patrol or in a first aid room. 

LSV supports RHCP to administer reasonable care within the scope of an accreditation process they’ve 
achieved through their regular, current employment. 

Engagement of RHCP: 

LSV supports members to engage the assistance of RHCP, where available in a reasonable time period, as 
part of their routine treatment of patients. 

LSV encourages members to maintain conservative management of patients where pertinent, i.e. Timely 
referral to hospital. 

RHCP should work collaboratively with volunteer lifesavers and lifeguards in the collaborative delivery of 
health care to make reasonable, safe decisions in the interests of best patient care. 

Equipment: 

Please refer to the approved gear and equipment lists for patrols and first aid rooms. 

Where a Member who is a RHCP elects to carry their own equipment, they are responsible for the 
maintenance and operability of that equipment. 

Training: 

This circular and future policy will not affect the scope of training delivered for LSV qualifications. 

 

Appendix A - Wrongs Act 1958 - Sect 31B 

 

Protection of Good Samaritans 

(1) A Good Samaritan is an individual who provides assistance, advice or care to another person in relation 
to an emergency or accident in circumstances in which—  

(a) he or she expects no money or other financial reward for providing the assistance, advice or care; 
and  

(b) as a result of the emergency or accident the person to whom, or in relation to whom, the 
assistance, advice or care is provided is at risk of death or injury, is injured, is apparently at risk of 
death or injury, or is apparently injured.  

(2) A Good Samaritan is not liable in any civil proceeding for anything done, or not done, by him or her in 
good faith—  

(a) in providing assistance, advice or care at the scene of the emergency or accident; or  
(b) in providing advice by telephone or by another means of communication to a person at the scene 

of the emergency or accident.  
(3) Subsection (2) applies even if the emergency or accident was caused by an act or omission of the Good 

Samaritan.  
(4) Subsection (2) does not apply to any act or omission of a Good Samaritan that occurs before the 

assistance, advice or care is provided by the Good Samaritan. 

 

 

 


