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For additional details on this Circular please contact: 
Lifesaving Operations Department on 03 9676 6930 or email lifesavingoperations@lsv.com.au  
Circulars are available at www.lsv.com.au/circulars 
  

 
Life Saving Victoria (LSV) would like to remind clubs and members that the use of Remotely Piloted Aircraft (RPAs) 
commonly known as ‘Drones’ for lifesaving purposes is not approved.  
 
It is recognised that these evolving technologies have a role to play in the future, and LSV continues to work with its 
partners in exploring opportunities.  
 
The Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) has a number of resources and information available on their website 
specifically related to RPAs 
 
Key rules around the usage of UAVs are: 
 

 You must only fly during the day and keep your RPA within visual line-of sight 

 You must not fly your RPA higher than 120 metres (400ft) above ground level 

 You must keep your RPA at least 30 metres away from other people, both on land and over water 

 You must not fly in a way that creates a hazard to other aircraft, so you should keep at least 5.5 km away from 
airfields, aerodromes and helicopter landing sites 

 You must not fly your RPA over any populous areas. These can include: beaches, waterways, parks and ovals 

 You must not fly your RPA over or near an area affecting public safety or where emergency operations are 
underway. This could include situations such as a car crash, police operations, a fire and associated firefighting 
efforts, search and rescue, and other LSV incidents. 

 
Helicopter Operations 
The Westpac Life Saver Rescue Helicopter will not visit or patrol a location with RPA activity taking place. RPAs pose 
a significant threat to other aircraft, especially when operating at low altitudes and without proper aviation 
communication systems in place. Any RPA activity taking place at the location and date of an aerial services request 
without notification will impact on future visit requests and routine patrolling activity.  
 
Should your club members be using or see members of the public operating an RPA at a beach or coastal location 
during patrol times, please notify LSVComms via 13SURF (13 7873), so they can advise the relevant Helicopter 
Services. 
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