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It is with great pleasure that LSV are able to make this announcement in relation to the resourcing within the 
Lifesaving Services team. 
  
Firstly, we officially welcome Todd Richards to the role of Manager Lifesaving Policy. Todd’s role will lead the policy 
and systems area within lifesaving services to ensure that we have the right systems, policies and processes to 
support our operational activity. This includes LSV Comms, SOPs, LIMSOC, gear and equipment and ongoing 
support for the digital radio network. Todd’s role will also work with the Lifesaving Operations Council and its 
executive, lifesaving operations roles at clubs, Emergency Management Victoria, Surf Life Saving Australia and other 
states, other emergency service agencies and other teams at LSV. 
  
Secondly, we welcome Liam Krige to the role of Manager Lifesaving Operations.  Liam’s role will lead the delivery of 
our state-wide services including helicopter operations, drones, and rescue watercraft operations. Liam will also 
support Briana Newson in the growing lifeguard services area. Liam will also work with a similar set of key 
stakeholders as listed for Todd.  
  
Todd and Liam both bring a wealth of experience to their respective roles. I have provided below a quick summary of 
their backgrounds. 
  
As we start the 2019-20 season, we look forward to Todd and Liam supporting our club and state-wide lifesaving 
services and developing further for future seasons.  Both roles, combined with the support of our Volunteer Support 
Officers will work with clubs and state officers to assist clubs to deliver sustainable services to our community. 
  
Please join me in welcoming the two new LSV team members and wish them well in their future within the Lifesaving 
movement. 
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Todd’s background 
  
Todd began his career with the Emergency Services Telecommunication Authority (ESTA) as a Police 
Dispatcher/Police Call-taker.  It was here that he helped coordinate and assist the emergency response during the 
2009 'Black Saturday' bushfires.  Todd was awarded the National Emergency Services medal for his role in the 
response. 
  
This focus on helping others, led Todd to join Australian Federal Police, where he spent some 8 years. He worked in 
general duties Police response in the Australian Capital Territory (ACT), and soon became a senior member, 
responsible for oversight and completion of complex detailed Police investigations, and management of serious 
incidents.  He became a member of the Operational Support Group (OSG), providing a public order management 
response.   He also became a member of the Specialist Response Group (SRG), responsible for providing Dive 
Operation capability, swift water rescue response and bomb appraisal and Bomb technician skills. 
  
Todd then returned to Melbourne, took up a new role as a Senior member and Lead Investigator for ESTA.  He was 
responsible for leading and conducting complex and protracted investigations.  He was responsible for managing and 
conducting all of ESTAs internal coronial investigations. He was also responsible for risk management and system 
improvement strategies, maintaining the quality improvement cycle. 
  
Liam’s background 
  
Liam spent his childhood years on the coast in an interesting and eventful part of South Africa. He was part of in the 
local nipper programme at a club called Warnerdoone where he moved through the ranks of various lifeguard 
programmes – competing regionally for the club and volunteering on Sundays. He also spent his school holidays as a 
paid lifeguard working on various beaches up and down the South African coast.   
  
At 18 Liam decided on another adventure and set out for England – it is here his career in search and rescue really 
began. He worked in the local leisure centres as a pool lifeguard, and got a seasonal job working for the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) in the summer and as a pool lifeguard for the local council in the winter.  During 
this time, he also got involved in IRB racing and for a long time held three of the four British and European IRB titles. 
  
Liam spent the next 18 years learning about all things search and rescue and working his way through the various 
levels of lifeguarding and lifeboat search and rescue co-ordination. He has spent the last three years leading a 
regional team of search and rescue volunteers and paid seasonal lifeguards in delivering a world class search and 
rescue service in some of the most politically charged and challenging environments. 

 


