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To: 

Club Presidents 
Chief Instructors 
Club Secretaries 
Club Captains 

 

Cc: All Members  

From: Nigel Taylor – CEO 

Date: 
24 April 2019 
 

Subject: Fundraising Details for Port Campbell SLSC Members 

Action: 

 
For those who wish to donate to the Powell and Younis families, please visit: 
https://www.slsfoundation.com.au/portcampbell 
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THE SURF LIFE SAVING AUSTRALIA FOUNDATION SETS UP DONATION PORTAL FOR THE PORT 

CAMPBELL SLSC LIFESAVERS INVOLVED IN THE TRAGIC EASTER SUNDAY RESCUE MISSION 

Thank you to all the Life Saving Clubs who participated in the one minute’s silence for Port Campbell SLSC and 

the families of Andrew and Ross Powell, and Phillip Younis. The support was widespread – from Lakes Entrance 

to Portland, as well as interstate and overseas. 

“To read so many beautiful messages of support has touched our hearts and we thank you,” said Scott McKenzie, 

Port Campbell Surf Life Saving Club president. “We know you’re all feeling the loss with us, and it gives us - and 

the families involved - strength.” 

The Surf Life Saving Australia Foundation has set up the donation portal for members and the community to 

donate to the families of Andrew and Ross Powell, as well as to Phillip Younis, who is recovering in hospital with 

serious injuries. For members who would like to donate one-off or regular amounts to help them, they can do so 

through:  

https://www.slsfoundation.com.au/portcampbell 
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On Easter Sunday, Port Campbell Surf Life Saving Club members father and son Ross and Andrew Powell (aged 

71 and 32) and Phillip Younis were called out on a rescue mission in aid of a man in trouble in the treacherous 

waters around the Shipwreck Coast. 

Unfortunately for the three men, a freak wave overturned their Rigid-hulled Inflatable Boat (RHIB) in very high 

swells and the three highly-experienced lifesavers were thrown out of the boat. Rescue helicopters were able to 

winch the patient and Phillip to safety, but Ross and Andrew tragically died that day serving the community they 

loved, having saved the life of the man in trouble. 

Passionate dairy farmers and doyens of the small Port Campbell township, Ross leaves behind his wife Val and 

four other children. Andrew leaves behind his partner Amber, and his unborn daughter, due in August. Andrew 

and Amber recently took over the Powell family farm. 

Phillip is recovering from serious injuries in hospital and is likely to battle both physical and mental issues as he 

lives on without his friends and colleagues. 

This fund has been set up to assist Phillip, Val and Amber and their families as they come to terms with a life 

without Andrew and Ross. 

Funeral arrangements are being put in place and LSV will communicate the details in the coming days. Thank you 

for your incredible support of these brave lifesavers, showing the extent of care the lifesaving family has for each 

other. 


