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To: 
Powercraft Officers 
Patrol Captains 
Club Secretaries 

Gear Stewards 
Club Presidents 

From: Kane Treloar – State Gear and Equipment Officer 

Date: 27 June 2018 

Subject: IRBs Approved for LSV Operations 

Action: Important noted regarding IRBs approved for LSV Operations 

  

  
For additional details on this Circular please contact: 
Lifesaving Operations on 03 9767 6930 or email lifesavingoperations@lsv.com.au 
Circulars are available at www.lsv.com.au/circulars 
  

 
SLSA has recently released the new technical specification relating to inflatable rescue boats (IRBs) for lifesaving 
operations. Members may have reviewed “Technical Specification SLSA-IRB-2015”, which outlines the national 
requirements for those manufacturing IRBs. LSV State Officers and Staff have been heavily involved in the discussions 
around this standard; the process that was undertaken included obtaining independent expert advice from a naval 
architect. 
 
The independent architect was provided with the SLSA scope, the primary focus of which was member safety. LSV 
values this significantly, and has indicated that it is unwilling to accept any craft deemed to be less buoyant and therefore 
generally less stable than any other craft capable of meeting the requirements for our operations. This process first 
started in 2011, with a move to a “380 series” type of craft; that would be more stable and allow for a more comfortable 
ride. 
 
SLSA favoured a specification that allowed for a significant tolerance around size of tubing and hull length. LSV has 
concerns that this will result in inconsistent manufacture of craft, with significant differences from boat to boat; and that 
as such the specification will not deliver the one class specification it intended. 
 
LSV supports a majority of the specification, however has significant concerns around this tolerance. The LSOC 
Executive has taken the independent advice of the naval architect, and favours a smaller tolerance that will allow for a 
more consistent manufacture of craft. This ensures that each craft that is delivered to our lifesaving clubs is as fit for 
purpose as it can possibly be. 
 
LSV is currently contacting manufacturers to determine if they are able to meet the standards they believe necessary 
to ensure the safety of members in IRB operations, and to ensure consistency of craft. This has been done with the 
intention of providing the most fit for purpose and safest possible IRB for Victorian lifesavers and lifeguards. 
 
LSV understands that IRB craft represent a significant investment from clubs, and that clubs require certainty on where 
they can purchase their equipment.. LSV are working rapidly to obtain an outcome for clubs in the next four weeks. 
 
If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact State Gear and Equipment Officer, Kane Treloar at 
kane.treloar@lsv.com.au, or alternatively contact Lifesaving Operations on the details listed above. 
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