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Purpose 

This document provides answers to frequently asked questions related to the school programs 

exception for COVID-19 vaccinations. 

Note: Information in these FAQs is current as of 24 November 2021. These FAQs are 

subject to change and will be updated based on the latest information available from the 

Victorian Government. 

 

1 What is the vaccination exception for school programs?  

From 23 November, the Chief Health Officer (CHO) directions provide an exception where 

COVID-19 vaccination requirements do not apply to patrons who are enrolled in an education and 

childcare service and attend an open premises for the purpose of an activity, including an 

excursion organised by the operator of that education and childcare service.  

The CHO directions also note this exception does not apply to staff, parents and other persons 

who are not enrolled with the education and childcare service and attend the open premises for 

the activity. 

According to the Department of Education and Training, this exception enables students aged 

between 12 and 15 who are not fully vaccinated to attend camps, excursions, graduations and 

other school activities held at open premises that are also used by other schools or patrons. This 

exception will apply only to school-organised activities when at least one teacher is present.  

 

2 How does this exception apply to LSV and life saving clubs? 

The exception applies to school group excursions for education programs conducted by LSV or 

life saving clubs. 

The exception does not apply to school group training activities such as Surf Rescue 

Certificate and Bronze Medallion. These member training activities are considered lifesaving 

operational courses which require all participants to be active lifesaving club members with 

corresponding WorkCover and insurance coverage, in addition to pathways to patrol as part of 

our emergency services remit. 
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3 What are the risk considerations for LSV and life saving clubs? 

Based on the narrative and advice from the Department of Health, there is an increased risk of 

transmission of COVID-19 in settings where people are not fully vaccinated. LSV and life saving 

clubs must balance this risk, when providing school groups with water safety learning 

opportunities, while managing the health and safety of our people and the continuity of essential 

lifesaving services and programs. As such, LSV and clubs should run school programs only if 

a low-risk exposure scenario can be maintained.  

 

4 How to create a low-risk exposure scenario? 

The following measures should be taken in addition to steps taken through COVIDSafe plans: 

a) Run activities in an outdoor setting or a large room (at least 300m2). Participants, 

observers and instructors are required to wear a mask if the activity is conducted in an 

indoor space between 100m2 and 300m2. Do not run activity if indoor space available 

for use is less than 100m2. 

b) Maintain physical distancing (at least 1.5m). Limit any in-person contact (less than 

1.5m) to less than one minute or wear a mask if face-to-face contact is going to be 

between 1-15 minutes. Ensure there is no face-to-face contact for more than 15 

minutes.  

Note: time periods are cumulative across a period of one day (for example, two 

separate 5-minute face-to-face contact is considered as 10 minutes of face-to-face 

contact). 

c) Cleaning high touch surfaces after each school group as per the COVIDSafe Cleaning 

Guide.  

 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-11/2021-11-18_Workplaces%20business%20and%20industry_Contact%20management%20guidance_V2.0_FINAL.pdf
https://lsv.com.au/clubcovidrecovery/covidsafe-cleaning-guide/
https://lsv.com.au/clubcovidrecovery/covidsafe-cleaning-guide/

